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ASSISTANT DEAN OF STUDENTS’ 
TENURE COMES TO UNEXPECTED END 


BRITTANY KNAPPER structuring of Student Life will look 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


As of April 30, 2012, Eileen Fallon’s 
nearly 20-year role as Assistant Dear 
of Students at Redeemer University 
College will be completed. The an 
nouncement was made to all RAs and 
HAs on November 30, 2011. 

Eileen Fallon has been an integral 
member of Redeemer. Her commit- 
ment to her Residence and House 
Advisors has been evident through her 
service in Student Life. 

“She did her job really well,” notes 
fourth year student Greg Beenen. “My 
experience as an RA was really good 
and I think that was because of her. 
The lasting friends that I have from 
my first year dorm are because of Ei- 
leen.” 

“I've been involved with Student Life 
since my second year,” considers Jes- 
sica Watson, fourth year student and 
veteran Residence Advisor. “Eileen’s 
been a good source of wisdom. She's 
shown me a lot about grace and com 
passit 

tant Dean Fallon’s enthusiasm 
towards. experiential learning, which 
as the name suggests emphasizes 
learning through experience and ser- 


vice in creation, has manifested itself 


in the form of student attended trips 

o Amsterdam, Netherlands; Missis- 
sippi, United States; and aboriginal 
reserves across our own country. Dean 
of Students, Karen Cornies, attested 
that Fallon has developed an attitude 
of “service learning,” a term which is 
currently being discussed and defined 
by Redeemer’s administrative board, 
leading into discourse on the imple 
mentation of a “Community Devel 
opment Coordinator” in the coming 
years. 

Fallon has been actively involved in 
the Pro-Life Club at Redeemer. Her 
compassion for those around her has 
been directed toward making Re- 
deemer’s environment warm and wel- 
coming. She greets every student who 
comes into her office with a smile, 
She has been instrumental in design- 
ing and maintaining Residence Life, 


concentrating on the development of 


community, dorm life, and encour- 
aging students to grow in their gifts 
by becoming involved in Redeemer’s 
unique culture. Each of these were 
commended and recognized by Dean 
Cornies. 

Student Life will be restructuring, 
a process which, according to Dean 
Cornies, will “take time and effort,” 
and will affect different facets of Re- 
deemer's community. Fallon’s posi- 
tion in Student Life will be filled, says 
Cornies, in August 2012. 

However, when asked what said re- 


like for Redeemer, she was unable 
to comment, saying she is “not able 
to talk about it broadly.” Yet she as 
sures students that Student Life will 
be “looking at keeping things similar 
with regards to housing.” 

Fallon’s official role at Redeemer, as 
dictated by the Student Life section 
on Redeemer’s website, is to “provide 
services for residential life; overseeing 
first year residence placements and 
hiring Resident/Housing Assistants.” 

According to Cornies, “Eileen Fallon 
has had a huge impact on Residence 
Life.” She elaborated, commenting 
that residence life will continue to 
grow, and that Fallon has been instru- 
mental in encouraging the develop- 
ment of students’ strengths 

Yet, Cornies did not mention how 
Fallon’s role as Assistant Dean of Stu- 
dents has been compromised in a way 
that would necessitate a new direction 
that, as Dean Cornies suggests, will 
not be significantly different than it 
has been under Fallon. 

“l’m confused,” comments Watson, 

because from what I’ve seen, Student 
Life is at its peak right now. 

With the advent of Fallon’s termina- 
tion - only two years after the retire- 
ment of former Dean of Students, 
Fred Schat in April 2010, and the res- 
ignation of former Assistant Residence 
Coordinator, Sharon Schotsman, in 
February 2010 - students are curious 
to know what exactly “restructuring 
Student Life” implies. 

“I think it means they just wanted to 
get rid of Eileen,” Beenen says, “and I 
can’t understand why.” 

“I can’t see how they would want to 
change,” notes Watson with regards to 
Student Life, “especially when the sys 
tem now seems pretty solid 

Further, when asked if there was a 
correlation between impending Code 
of Conduct and Disciplinary changes 
in Redeemer'’s Student Handbook and 
Academic Calendar (effective Septem- 
ber 2012) and Fallon’s completion as 
Assistant Dean of Students, Cornies 
refused to comment again. 

However, Watson advocates hope. 
“God is in control, and maybe it is 
time to bring people in who are better 
suited to His purposes.” Watson con- 
tinues, “I hope that this is Spirit led. 
I hope that it's something that’s been 
prayed about.” 

As this restructuring of Student Life 
will be defined more fully in the com- 
ing months, Cornies offers assurance 
to Redeemer’s community, “As Chris 
tians, our starting point of believing 
needs to be that God is at work in our 
lives. My prayer is that will be true 
here.” @ 
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“If you're nt merit tan en soda te gan and be 
true to yourself!” - Or Faber 


We don't all have our sexual ducks in a row (T 
shouldn't judge homosexuals) - - Jim 


They were like flies around shit (Talking about a church eonerega 
tion flocking to the new couple) - ~ Jim VanderWoerd A 


(in response to a student's question): “I page: 1't think of pea i 
ing as a spiritual gift..." [brief pause] “... I'd think of it as torture.” - Dr. 
Dunson kb 


Needham’s advice to a friend who is feeling unattractive: 
“Don't worry, | know a lot of people who are uglier than you are.” 


"It's expensive to get gold-embroidered eats Dr. Flatt ‘ge 


“Let's say that we're buying a specie chemical nt that turns. : ‘ 
mice blue when they're placed under Ultraviolet light... | spe wit 
give you ; a practical example,” (Professor STARR? Re pe. 


“Have you guys had that peanut butter that has no soa ors ‘ 


Sie 


Yeah, | think Satan invented it.” Dr. Barkman we 


"We don’t know what's going on.. ‘those sini women.” Prof. senor” 


“{On Global Warming...) Canada will experience some benefits: | 

longer growing season etc., but the rest of the world is pretty much 

screwed.” - Darren Brouwer 

“If you are a vegetarian, you are the weaker brother’, that’s whet 

Paul is saying here.” -Dr. Dunson , 

“He’s a classroom vampire” (Barkman) . 
“But apparently the Crown thinks I'm an alcoholic, Stop Bo! me 

guys” (Barkman) 


“Some of the raunchiest guys | know | met in sinh (Ute -Dr. Haas 
[On Roman reactions to the Jewish people] “another g about © 


them is they value their infants! Wow, strange people those yews, 
- Prof. Vreugdenhil 


Like The Crown? 


Follow us on Twitter and Facebook 


www.twitter.com/crown RUC | www.facebook.com/TheCrownRUC 


Ten Thousand 


Villages 
Success 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


Redeemer Annual Ten Thousand 
Villages Sale was another resounding 
success this year. The event took place 
December 1-2 in the Executive Din- 
ing Room B, a different venue than in 
years past. “The smaller space really 
helped create a festive and positive 
shopping atmosphere,” says Micah 
Van Dijk, Redeemer’s Activities & 
Orientation Co-ordinator. “I think the 
sale has found a good home for future 
years.” 

The event featured a collection of 
hand-made, fair-trade products com- 
ing from a variety of developing coun- 
tries. Once again, the sale proved pop- 


Salea 


ular among students looking for that 
unique Christmas gift for friends and 
family. “It’s great to see students, staff, 
and faculty support artisans from 
around the world with a fair price for 
the work they put into making that 
particular item” comments Van Dijk. 

In total the sale took in about $650 
which will be credited towards Re- 
deemer’s service-learning trips. Stu- 
dents from the Amsterdam Mission 
Trip as well as the “Be the Voice” Club 
were hands-on at the event helping 
out with the logistics of it all. “This 
sale couldn’t have happened without 
their help,” notes Van Dijk, thanking 
all the volunteers for their help. @ 


NOVEMBER CORRECTIONS 


Last month’s article, ABC’s prove close to 123's neglected to include Danica 


[homson thomson’s name for the women’s roster. Pamela was not able to run 
provincials due to injury. 
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Dearest 
First 
Years 


AARON DEVOS 


My favourite animal of all time has 
to be the squirrel. It has taken me a 
while to pin point why I like the squir- 
rel over some of my other favourite 
animals such as deer, wolverines, 
and beavers; but I now feel confident 
enough to express why this is and how 
this came to be. 

One afternoon in the middle of 
fall, I decided to go for a walk near 
Hamilton's infamous steel factories. 
Standing side by side in the middle 
of an open, grassy area I saw two lone 
trees. Perched on top of one tree was a 
couple dozen birds, motionless and in 
complete silence. The other tree was 
also quiet but unlike the first it was 
void of life altogether; it was both leaf- 
less and lifeless. Along came a squir- 
rel and all of this changed. 

Like most squirrels, this squirrel had 
some form of ADD; it could not stop 
moving. It was as if the empty tree 
was a stage and the birds in the neigh- 
bouring tree were the audience. Both 
performed their roles to perfection. 
The climax occurred when the squirrel 
reached the very top of its tree, high 
enough that some of the birds had to 
look up at it. As the squirrel skipped 
along the top branches under the 
watchful eyes of the birds, I thought 
to myself, there is nowhere a squirrel 
won't go. 

I once lived on the main floor of an 
apartment building located in one of 
the most densely populated areas of 
Hamilton. Sandwiched in between 
my apartment and the next was a 
sparsely laid row of mature maple 
trees but since the apartments were 
so close to each other, I could only see 
one tree outside of my window. Every 
morning I would look out and I would 
almost always see at least one squir- 
rel. Most mornings I was fortunate 
enough to see two. They would often 
chase each other up and down the tree 
as if they were creating and recreating, 
a spiral staircase at will. Witnessing 
this game of “tag” amidst the concrete 
jungle gave me assurance of my prior 
conclusion: there is nowhere a squir- 
rel won't go. 

Squirrels have learned to thrive 
when every other wild animal has 
been pushed out of the city. Foxes are 
limited to farmland, deer are bound 
to the forest, and raccoons only oper- 
ate at night. But not the squirrel: the 
squirrel thrives in the daylight. All it 
asks for is a tree here and there. There 
is truly nowhere a squirrel won't go. 

Devise networks of roads, remove the 
meadows from Meadowlands, line the 
edges of gardens with chicken wire; 
nothing can push the squirrel out. You 
would think that they would want to 
move to the Muskoka’s or Kawartha’s 
but they don’t. Here in the “armpit of 
Ontario” (also known as Hamilton) 
squirrels dwell among us, and I thank 
God for that. 

Dearest First Years, I write this ar- 
ticle for a few reasons. The first is so 
that you might observe God's beauty 
and grace all around you, especially 
the things that are often overlooked. 
Squirrels are only one example, a sign 
of God's beauty because they are full of 
life and of God's grace because every- 
thing around them says they shouldn't 
be 

I also write this as a request for you 
to mimic some of the behaviour of 
squirrels. Find the squirrels’ equiva- 
lent of a tree in areas that are per- 
ceived as abandoned, Not far off from 
the tree there will certainly be golden 
nuggets buried in the ground. Finally, 
re-imagine a better view of what the 
environment could look like. The New 
Monastic, Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove 
states, “where we locate ourselves 
doesn't only change our perspective, 
It can also change the thing we see and 
our capacity to re-imagine it.” @ 


University Goes Ahead with 
Disciplinary Changes 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


A series of policy changes affecting 
student conduct at Redeemer have 
been given the green light at a recent 
meeting of the President's Council in 
late November. The changes, which 


focus largely on disciplinary proce- 
dures and protocol, were conceived 
by the Student Life Department and 
will be printed in next year’s Student 
Handbook. 

As noted in the November issue of 
the Crown, the changes give clarity to 
how the university will deal with is- 


sues involving alcohol, sexual miscon- 
duct, and abuse. The focus is now on 
the follow-up to those acts, in which a 
process known as “restorative justice” 
is implemented. The procedure en- 
courages healing between victim and 
culprit and mandates participatory 
action in order to rectify damage. For 


FTA: Semester Endings 


SARAH VAN BELLE 


It is finished. All of the early morn- 
ings, late nights, stacks of marking, 
long hours at school, creating engag- 
ing activities- it all ended on Friday 
December 9, 2011 at about 3:20 pm. 

What an experience! Many of us 
were blessed to have been placed with 
teachers who were very supportive, 
and willing to share and generous with 
resources. 

We have learned so much. Going 
into these placements have proved 
our initial ignorance to the real world. 
We were immersed in schools which 


revealed the real issues that students 
deal with daily. School is so much 
more than academics. In my particu- 
lar placement, I know of numerous 
situations in which students have un- 
stable home lives and struggle to feel 
comfortable in the classroom and con- 
centrate on their development of skills 
and abilities. 

On a lighter note, coming together to 
share stories has begun conversation 
about many interesting situations. 
Some of us have had to deal with grade 
three girls who forget to put their skirt 


on in the morning, a grade seven boy 
who declared in French class that his 
favourite store was Victoria Secret, 
receiving quirky ‘gifts’ from students 
such as a pickle in a ziplock bag, break- 
ing up fights, teaching in inner-city 
schools with 60% attendance rates, 
and just dealing with kids whether 
they are throwing up, stressed out, de- 
pressed, on drugs, and once in a while 
excited about learning. 

Through our placements we have 
seen firsthand many of the issues in 
the world of education — controver- 


more details or questions regarding 
any of the disciplinary or procedural 
modifications please contact Redeem- 
er’s Dean of Students, Karen Cornies. 
The newly amended version of the 
Student Handbook will be available 
for students in September of 2012. qp 


sies about what is emphasized in the 
Ontario curriculum, how to properly 
assess students, issues within the dy- 
namic of a staff room, and the impor- 
tance of relationships between teach- 
ers and students. 

Six weeks has gone by so quickly, and 
even though this stage of our practi- 
cum is over, it seems as though our 
careers as teachers have just begun. 


& 


Airport land south of Redeemer 
shown to be contaminated 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


Recent testing from the Ontario Min- 
istry of the Environment and third- 
part firm EXP Consulting confirms 
that a large area surrounding the John 
C. Munro Hamilton International Air- 
port is in fact toxic. As early as this 
summer, authorities were tipped-off 
to the potential danger of a chemical 
compound known as perfluorooctane- 
sulfonic acid (PFOS) present in the 
Welland River and Binbrook Conser- 
vation Area. The pollutants were be- 
lieved to be contaminating wildlife, 
killing fish, and making people sick 
throughout the region. Researchers 
and residents seemed to be pointing to 
Lake Niapenco, a favourite swimming 
destination for Binbrook residents, as 
the reservoir of accumulation. 

The source of the contamination has 
been shown to be the airport's old 
firefighting training grounds, where 
an active’ firefighting foam ingredi- 
ent (containing highly toxic levels 
of PFOS) had been seeping into the 
ground for years. The bulk of the 
training operations is said to have oc- 
curred between 1983 and 1994, when 
the grounds operations were in full- 
swing, Yet, according to Dr. Joe Minor 
of Environment Hamilton, “PFOS are 
still seeping into waterways from the 
airport in high concentrations today.” 
Minor believes that the amount of 
PFOS flowing over the Niapenco Dam 
has been in a steady-state for the past 
twelve months, having seen compa- 
rable readings on his equipment for 
each test period in the rapidly flowing 
water. “It is imperative [that] we start 
cleaning up the mess at the airport,” 
concludes Minor. “We also need to 
place signs warning about the highly 
contaminated fish all along the system 
because people are being poisoned by 


eating fish contaminated with PFOS 
from the airport.” 

TradePort International, the air- 
port’s partial owner and private op- 
erator has taken accountability for 
the pollution but has remained largely 
closemouthed on the issue, In terms 
of remedial steps, the company has 
created a temporary holding pond to 
contain the runoff and submitted a 
detailed report to the Ministry of the 
Environment as to how they will deal 
with the PFOS. The report, which was 
made public just this week, details 
TradePort’s proposed plan. “Under 
the proposed [rJjemediation, soil in 
the old training pad would be mixed 
with cement to trap contaminants on 
site, while the groundwater would be 
injected with an agent to destroy or- 


ganic chemicals.” writes Matthew Van 
Dongen from the Hamilton Specta- 
tor. If the whole process sounds a bit 
questionable, it is. The procedure has 
never been used before to tackle soil 
contaminated with PFOS and that has 
people worried. “We have a confirmed 
problem, but we don’t have a con- 
firmed remediation process,” said City 
Councilor Brad Clark. “That makes me 
very nervous.” 

Unknown at this point is just how far 
the contamination has spread from 
the airport's training pad. One look 
at a map will show that the extent to 
which identified PFOS have travelled. 
The John C. Munro Hamilton Inter- 
national Airport currently sits at the 
headwaters of a number of streams 
but is over 8 kilometers away from the 


nearest point of entry to Lake Niap- 
enco. The Welland River, where PFOS 
were also discovered, is another 15 
kilometers northeast of the lake, with 
many tributaries in between. The po- 
tential implications of this contentious 
issue should raise a few eyebrows for 
Redeemer’s community. We are, in 
many ways, connected to the water ta- 
ble laced with spreading PFOS. At the 
risk of sounding alarmist, it’s worth 
considering that our front library sits 
just 4 kilometers away from the north- 
west corner of the airport: the centre 
of contamination and the core of the 
problem. @® 


CONTRIBUTED IMAGE 


WN.CA DE 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


Whenever I go downtown, I tell my 
elf rehand not to look upon oth 

iny sense of judgement or 
ispicion. Yet I rarely leave the city’s 
out being hit by feelings of 
Maybe it's the 
| hear on 


mfort or disgust 

hs {amount of “F-bombs 
laily basis. Maybe it’s the old men 
\ w teeth and yellow beards 
to bags of cheap liquor 
Maybe it’s the startling number of 
yregnant eighteen year-olds and their 
thug boyfriends pushing strollers and 
noking. Maybe it’s that, or maybe it’s 

t. Maybe it’s just me. But I bet most 
vou have felt the same way, whis 
pering sombre prayers to God for the 
ean-looking destitute who nearly 


ist ran you over with his scooter. 


Brief 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


According to economists and urban 
planners the world over, the estab- 
lishment of light-rail transit is one of 
the foremost indicators of a dynamic, 
livable city. Toronto has it, Vancou- 
ver has it, Ottawa has it... Hamilton 
doesn’t have it. Or at least not yet. So, 
for starters, what exactly is it? Simply 
put, light rail transit (LRT) is an ef- 
ficient transportation system which 
uses trains to move people within a 
ypolitan area. It’s what they call 
1 “supertram”—a 
sophisticated streetcar and a modi- 
fied train. It’s faster than buses, holds 
more passengers, and produces no 
street-level emissions. 


metr 


combination of a 


According to LRT analysts, the sys- 
tem has been shown to encourage de 
velopment in the core. As more indi- 
viduals ride the rail, more businesses 
along its tracks benefit from exposure 
and the resulting spending. The city it- 
self becomes infused with an increase 
in foot traction and capital. LRT is 
also touted as a way to reduce car 
traffic, encourage public transit use, 
reduce noise pollution as they are far 
less noisy than the diesel buses that 
ply their way through the streets, and 
connect the extremities of the city to 


PHOTO BY MELISSA WEST 


EMBER 


201} 


The point is that everyone agrees that 


the downtown needs improvement 
and everyone wants to see a change 
(or at least that’s the age-old assump 
tion). We've been talking about the po 
tential revitalization of the city’s core 
for years now and yet, for the most 
part, the situation stays the same. We 
can create hundreds more social pro 
grams, increase ODSP, and minister 
with tubs of hot chocolate, but size 
able change will not be realized until 
those on the other end of the table le 
gitimately want it. Of course this is not 
to say that these efforts unhelpful. I’ve 
seen firsthand how much positive ef 
fect a caring church or solid safe home 
can have in an inner city. These pro- 
grams are absolutely vital to caring for 
Hamilton’s most vulnerable persons, 
What I am saying is that, in the end, 


the locus of control rests in the hands 
of those who use these services, not the 
other way around, The change must be 
authored from the inside out and the 
vision for neighbourhood re-modifi 
cation should come from the people of 
the neighbourhood themselves 

| know that this position may be at 
odds with the current popular opti 
mism that believes that we, the mid 
here 
Let's 
face it, this optimism is misplaced. It 


university crowd, are 


to change things for the better 


dle-class 


is utterly external and foreign to the 
inner-world of the transient tread 
ing through Jackson Square. We can 
theorize, implement and hand out, but 
ultimately we're not the ones trying to 
live day-to-day. 

What I'm really trying to say here is 
that I see a great disconnect. We've 


rimer on Light- 


the core. 

Cost is the largest obstacle to its use 
in Hamilton. Estimates for a fully- 
functional LRT system are astronomi- 
cal: approximately $784 million in 
capital costs and $12.5 million a year 
to run. Improving the bus system 
doesn’t come with the same price; 
around $220 million up front and 
$4.8 million a year to operate. De- 
spite this, similar mid-sized cities like 
Edmonton and Calgary have invested 
and benefitted from LRT. 

With the costs in mind, most Ham- 
iltonians tend to agree that if Hamil- 
ton is expecting a bright future, it will 
likely have to feature LRT. The bene- 
fits in travel time, car costs, air quality 
improvement, and potential economic 
development seem to weigh heavily in 
the picture. Paul Bedford, a prominent 
city planner from Toronto sees light- 
rail as an indispensable part of a city’s 
progressive development. “If there is 
one place outside of Toronto in this 
region that justifies light rail it’s Ham- 
ilton,” said Bedford. “It has all the ele- 
ments of an urban place...in my view, 
{light rail] is the best thing that could 
ever happen to Hamilton.” 

The push for light-rail transit in 
Hamilton has been going on for years. 
It began in 2007 when the Province 


announced the creation of a program 
known as MoveOntario 2020 (now 
called Metrolinx)—an effort to help 
Ontario cities develop metropolitan 
rail systems before the year 2020. 
Unfortunately for Hamiltonians, LRT 
seems to have fallen off the table both 
at Queen’s Park and City Hall. In late 
2007, the Ontario Liberal Party prom- 
ised two light-rail lines for Hamilton 
during their election campaign lead 
up. Those promises did not bear fruit 
for Hamilton. 

In recent years though, LRT has 
been given a lift in the Ambitious City. 
If only for a moment, it seemed as if 
many dreams would come to fruition. 
The City unanimously voted in favour 
of light-rail in 2008 and created an 
entire department to dream up the 
project. The Rapid Transit Office, as 
it was called, hired planners, consul- 
tants, and urban designers in an effort 
to get the ball rolling. But, as recently 
as this year Mayor Bob Bratina has 
placed it on the back burner and indi- 
cated his favour for all-day GO Transit 
instead. It looks as if—due to sky-high 
costs and lots of red-tape—Hamilton’s 
ambitious LRT goal has become a pie 
in the sky, so to speak. Back in the 
early stages, city officials seemed to 
be bursting with enthusiasm for the 
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LOCAL 


Change Must Come From the Inside Out 


got artists, hipsters, and young-pro 
fessional mountain folk who rent their 
first apartment downtown and think 
they are going to turn the city upside 
Most street dwellers don't even 
that the 


being sul 


down 


know what's going future 
of their neighbourhood | 
mised above their heads in art galler 
No doubt there 
established 


North, but this re 


ies and boardroom: 


was something special 
with James Street 
naissance hasn't grown much beyond 
those boundaries. The land of scooters 
and Salvia stays the same 

For me this is where the disconnect | 
most physically evident. In changing 
James North into a trendy, aestheti 
cally pleasing neighbourhood we have 
essentially taken it and made it more 
territory for the middle-class. “Add it 


to the mountain,” as someone once 


told me. The antithesis between those 


east of Queen and those North of the 


mountain brow (literally and figura 
tively) seems only more pronounced 
regarding the issue of how to deal with 


downtow! 


Ask anyone from the Economic De 
elopment Division or the Roundtable 
for Poverty 


vet a slew of stat 


Reduction and you might 


demographic ind 


policies. Ask anyone pushing a stro 
or a shopping cart Gore Par 
Ol mignt be¢ ITprise tT 

er you get. “What t he 
downtown? ne on aid t 

It's fine with me. ['m t tryin to get 


ail Transit 


proposed system. Back before the re- 
ality of the price tag really hit home. 
Regardless of where we're at along 
this trajectory, if you have a passion to 
see Hamilton move forward with LRT, 
check out the information on these 
websites: www.hamiltonlightrail.com 
. ~ 


andwww.hamiltonrapidtransit.ca 


30th feature facts and great ways to 


get involved. 
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Richard Greene at 
Redeemer 


SALLY BERESFORD 


On November 23, Redeemer hosted 
a reading by poet Richard Greene, 
sponsored by the Canadian Council 
of Poets. Greene has published many 
volumes of poetry, edited Graham 
Greene: A Life in Letters, and recently 
published a biography of Edith Sitwell 
which came out in March. In 2010 
Greene won the Governor General's 
Literary Award for his collection of 
poems Boxing the Compass, which he 
admitted gave him an official standing 
as a Canadian poet and helped to so- 
lidify his place there. Currently Rich- 
ard Greene lives in Cobourg with his 
wife Marianne, and he teaches at the 
University of Toronto, 

In writing his poetry, Greene said 
that he aims for the perfect art form, 
which he declared is the Pieta by Mi- 
chaelangelo, He wants to hold on to 
art as something that is good, true 
and beautiful. In this regard, he stat- 
ed that writing poetry “is a kind of 
counter-point, making a melody out 
of different lines and sounds.” He also 
remarked that his poetry is a kind of 


vigil: “a person can’t get away from the 
fact that Good Friday happened and 
we need to keep watch, waiting for the 
dawn of Easter morning.” 

This idea is perhaps best shown in a 
new poem which Greene read: Exsult- 


et. He took the name from the song of 


praise, sung before the Paschal Candle 
on Easter Vigil in the Catholic tradi- 
tion which proclaims salvation history 
to the coming of Christ. Using lines 
from this hymn, Greene interspersed 
it with human stories, telling the tale 
of salvation in their lives. Greene 
states that you “can’t console by being 
deceptive ... you are not entitled to be 
consoled until you know what suffer- 
ing is.” In writing a poem the truth has 
to be there, with the promise of morn- 
ing. 

Originally from St John’s, New- 
foundland, Richard Greene is greatly 
influenced by the sea, and the life that 
he had as a child; growing up hearing 
stories of his grandfather who was a 
whaler, and from his intellectual fa- 
ther. He uses his poetry to talk about 
people who have gone before him, the 
effect of their life and death upon him. 


Thus he uses a personal experience 
to speak of a common human under- 
standing of losing a father to Alzheim- 
er’s, or a very influential friend who 
dies slowly and painfully. He speaks of 
his poems as “journeys — hope, memo- 
ry, dislocation, companionship on the 
road, the longed-for arrival.” 

A staunch Catholic, Greene 
cussed the effect of his faith upon his 
poetry, as well as the reception that it 
receives. He said that though it can be 
frustrating for a reader to have a “lack 
of shared reference,” he always tries to 
make his meaning clear in hopes that 
his readers will “catch up.” In writing 
poetry, he laughingly said, “I reason 
in terms of baseball: writing a poem is 
like pitching — you have to extend the 
strike-zone!” 

He also noted that in its essence poet- 
ry is eulogy-like; it is in writing things 
down that they are remembered, Lan- 
guage is always running away from 
us — and in a sense “Poetry is a word 
for silence; like music or painting or 
dance, it is a happening at the frontier 
of what we know.” 


dis- 
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Ontario to build three new campuses 
based on population, student needs 


Construction on new undergraduate campuses expected to begin over next three years: 


education minister 


LEE RICHARDSON — CUP 
ONTARIO BUREAU CHIEF 


TORONTO (CUP) — The Ontario 
government is planning to build three 
new campuses that would offer under- 
graduate degrees in the province, with 
locations to be selected based on pop- 
ulation and educational demands. 

The election promise by the Ontario 
Liberals, recently repeated during 
the government's throne speech, is to 
build the three new campuses to open 
up 60,000 post-secondary spots by 
2015-16. The province is currently 
looking into where educational needs 
are not being met. 

“We'll be looking for communities 
with really significant needs, or where 
there’s a growing population,” said 
Minister of Training, Colleges, and 
Universities Glen Murray. “We'd be 
looking at some growth areas where 
there is an emerging economy with 
employment that could be supported 
and reinforced by a local college or 
university.” 

Likely to become satellite campuses 
of existing universities and colleges, 
and more likely combinations of the 
two — examples given by Murray in- 
cluded “any combinations: Mohawk 
and McMaster University; Toronto 
and Seneca; Ryerson and Niagara” 
— the facilities will be designed to re- 
spond to what communities need. 

“Part of what we want to look at is 
what kind of education are people try- 
ing to get,” said Murray. “Whether it’s 
apprenticeships, trades, whether it’s a 
law school — it doesn’t really matter.” 

While no commitments have yet been 


made in terms of any specific univer- 
sity’s expansion, experts have been 
discussing where the campuses would 
be most useful in meeting demand for 
post-secondary spaces. 

“Our existing universities have 
stretched a great deal, and on average 
our universities are about 50 per cent 
larger than they were a decade ago,” 
said co-author of Academic Reform 
and education consultant David Trick, 
who added that Toronto especially is 
constrained for space. 

“We have good universities, but the 
campuses of York and the University 
of Toronto are among the six largest 
campuses in North America,” said 
Trick. “We're going to need about 
somewhere between 30,000 and 
51,000 more spaces in the GTA alone 
by the year 2026.” 

In terms of the GTA, Barrie has al- 
ready appealed to the province to 
build a new Laurentian University 
campus that would cost about $60 
million. There has also been discus- 
sion around housing another campus 
in the Niagara region. 

“We're talking about where the need 
actually is, so maybe western parts of 
southwest Ontario is a good choice — 
[or] in the region maybe east of To- 
ronto, maybe Ottawa,” said University 
of Toronto economics professor Gilles 
Duranton. “East of Toronto, there’s 
nothing between Scarborough and 
Queen’s.” 

Construction is expected to begin 
on the three campuses in about three 
years, according to Murray. 

“They take quite a while to design and 
to plan and to build, because we want 


to actually get proper input from stu- 
dents,” said Murray. “We have a little 
way to go yet because we want to make 
sure things are properly planned.” @® 
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Laurentian University, based in Sudbury, could soon have a new campus in Barrie, if the Ontario government decides 
there is enough need in the area to build one of three new proposed campuses. (Photo courtesy of Google Maps) 


Ontario tuition grant ready for January 


Liberal tuition grant proposed in election to begin January 2012 for students 


AMANDA STEINER — THE 
CORD (WILFRID LAURIER 
UNIVERSITY) 


WATERLOO (CUP) — It sounds too 
good to be true. A 30 per cent tuition 
grant, which roughly translates to 
$1,600 off any dependent student's 
tuition, whose parents make under 
$160,000, is to be set in motion this 
January 2012. But it is true. 

The Ontario Liberal party, led by pre 
mier Dalton McGuinty, had promised 
this post secondary tuition grant if 
elected this fall 
ning a minority government Oct. 6. 

“I'm torn between being really ex- 
cited and not letting myself believe it 
yet,” said third-year Wilfrid Laurier 
University student Alexandra Rollin- 

on. “I work part-time, so this would 
really help my financial situation.” 

Sean Madden, president of the On- 
tario Undergraduate Student Alliance 
(OUSA) said, “Surprisingly, still not 
that many people know about it. But 


and ended up win- 


people are excited when we explain it, 
absolutely. They get pretty pumped 
when we tell them.” 

And who wouldn't? It is doubtful that 
any student dealing with increased 
tuition prices would turn their noses 
down at a sizable reduction to their 
The only limitations are in 


but even those are not 


tuition 
qualifying 
the typical requirements expected by 
students. 

Well I'd say it’s great if it’s actu 
ally going to happen,” said third-year 
Queen's University student Thomas 
Bailey. “Because it’s not really great to 
spend four years in university or col 


lege and then spending double that 
trying to pay it off. So in reality, any 
little bit helps.” 

In fact, according to Madden, about 
85 per cent of dependent students can 
expect to qualify for the grant. 

The Ontario government considers 
an independent student to be anybody 
who has worked full time for two years, 
or has been out of high school for more 
than four — they don’t qualify. 

“To qualify, you have to be a depen- 
dent student, so you have to fit that 
criteria. Your household income has 
to be less than $160,000 and you have 
to be a full-time student — or have 60 
per cent of a full course load,” said 
Madden. “Anywhere from three to five 
{courses} is full time. And that’s for 
the purposes of OSAP and granting 
and stuff like that.” 

“If you get OSAP,” he continued, 
“You can also apply for this grant. We 
like that it’s unhinged from OSAP be- 
cause there were some concerns about 
participation rates and OSAP, and you 
don't want people to take out a loan 
just to be eligible for the grant 
made sure it was unhinged.” 

If all goes as planned, by 2012, stu 
dents can opt-in for the grant online. 

“So for the first semester of 2012, 
reimbursement will probably be by 
cheque because it can’t be automatic,” 
Madden explained. “And it will likely 
be an Internet opt-in process.” 

Madden did admit to some techni 
cal limitations to the grant such as the 
Canadian Revenue Agency denying 
the universities the authority to do the 
income check themselves but rather 
have it done by the government as a 


50 We 


third party. 

“Because of payment processes and 
timelines,” he said, “It'll have to be a 
reimbursement [process] for the first 
bit. But we expect it to be fully func- 
tional September 2012. 

Madden added that OUSA’s stance 
on the grant is a largely positive one. 

“We think it’s progressive in a lot of 
ways,” he said. “One, it’s unhooked 
from OSAP which we like. Two, it still 
preserves tax credits. We’re not nuts 
about tax credits — that’s a whole oth- 
er issue because tax credits don’t re- 
ally help with upfront access. It really 
only benefits the wealthy at the time. 
That aside, we like the fact that tuition 
is being charged and then reimbursed 
as opposed to a tuition reduction,” 

This allows students to keep full ef- 
fect of their tax credits, which Madden 
said would be helpful upon gradu- 
ation, easing the financial burden a 


Vv 


PAYTOTHE (rylario \~ c 


ih vitor) 


ORDER OF 


little bit. 

“T like that it’s targeted to those that 
need it most, as opposed to across- 
the-board tuition reduction,” Madden 
said. 

Wilfrid Laurier University student 
Greg Phillips voiced his concerns with 
the grant. “I heard in class that in the 
fine print it says that it’s possible it 
could come into effect by 2016. I’m 
skeptical — but still hopeful because 
it would be really helpful. But they're 
pretty vague on the details and how 
plausible it actually is.” 

Some concerns have been raised 
about the grant in terms of restrictions 
and qualifications. 

“Some people felt it should have been 
an across-the-board tuition reduction 
for everybody,” Madden explained. 
“And that’s a fair argument. But I 
think this has quite a bit of positive 
impact for people who need it most. 
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“Some of the typically underrepre- 
sented groups thought the program 
should be extended to them, i.e. any- 
body whose independent but has 
other pressures. We'd like to see the 
program extended to them, and we've 
brought that up with the government, 
but they want the grant to be exactly 
the election promise that they said,” 
he said. 

Madden did explain, however that 
the government does plan to address 
existing programming for underrepre- 
sented groups. 

“The big job right now is to make sure 
that everyone is aware of the grant and 
does opt-in,” Madden said. “So that 
will be our big promotional activity. 
There's going to be a roll out campaign 
and there will be a website.”"@> 


§ 307 OFF 
Ao 


tea" ys. 


CONTRIBUTED IMAGE 


THE CROWN.CA 


| DECEMBER 2011 


Commemo- 
rating Walt’s 


death 


It’s been 55 years since the passing 
of creative visionary Walt Disney 


BECKY CONNELL 
CROWN REPORTER 


On December 15th, 1966, Walt Dis- 
ney: the maker of Mickey Mouse; in- 
ventor of Disneyland and original cre- 
ator of the Disney franchise, passed 
away. This year, the 55th anniversary 
of his death will be commemorated in 
honour of his name. 

Disney attempted to join the military 
at age 16 but was turned down because 
he was a minor. Instead, he found 
resolution to leave home through join- 
ing the Red Cross during World War 
I. During this time, Disney discovered 
his passion for animation. Once he left 
the Red Cross, Disney set up a com- 
mercial artistry shop in Kansas City, 
barely meeting any success. It was not 
until he moved to Los Angeles that his 
name was finally recognized, though 
not without hardship. 

His first commercial character, 
Oswald the Rabbit was stolen from 
him. However, Disney redeemed his 
originality through creating Mickey 
Mouse: a symbol of optimism and in- 
nocence for those suffering during the 
Depression. As well, Disney was the 
first to produce a full-length animated 
film: Snow White. 

As Disney continued to reach suc- 
cess, he met the harsh review of film 
critics such as David Thomson he said, 
“his prettiness had no core or heart”. 
Many film reviewers failed to see the 
innovation of techni-colour in charac- 
ters such as Pinocchio and Fantasia. 
Disney began hiring animators and 
working at a story editor himself. 

Disney is known for his strive for 
realism and portraying the All-Amer- 
ican message of dream fulfillment and 
small-town values. After a labour dis- 
pute, Disney lost his ability to manage 
Disney Studios with absolute author- 
ity. A dramatic shift took place re- 
garding his role in the studio, “People 
still think of me as a cartoonist, but 
the only thing I lift a pen or pencil 
for these days is to sign a contract, a 
check, or an autograph.” The change 
increased the popularity of the Disney 
franchise as sentimentality increased 
and reality was compromised more 
frequently, this creating the happy 
American idealist message still known 
today. Disney’s work became heroic 
for conserving old values and morality 
which always ended up ‘happily-ever- 
after’. 

Moving beyond animation and fea- 


ture films, Disney began to focus his 
time on the creation of the Disney 
kingdom. His purpose for this king- 
dom was to create entertainment and 
an atmosphere where visitors can in- 
dulge in their dreams and watch them 
become realized. Disneyland was inno- 
vative and no amusement park like it 
had been created before, Walt Disney 
opened up the Disneyland amusement 
park in 1955. He had dreamt of this 
kingdom for many years, however, he 
had a hard time convincing investors 
of his vision. When he did finally open 
up the park; he met immediate suc- 
cess. According to Disney.com, “As a 
fabulous $17-million magic kingdom, 
soon had increased its investment ten- 
fold, and by the beginning of its sec- 
ond quarter-century, had entertained 
more than 200 million people, includ- 
ing presidents, kings and queens, and 
royalty from all over the globe.” 

Disneyland is the second most popu- 
lar amusement park in America and 
remains a place of sentimentality and 
dreams. Many film watchers since 
the advent of Disney can attest to the 
happy-go-lucky message it portrays 
and convinces children to believe in. 
Lines which originated in Pinocchio 
such as, “Anything is possible if you 
just believe”, have been ingrained in 
the minds of youth since the early-mid 
twentieth century. 

Some argue that this message is 
detrimental to young minds that be- 
come self-centered and delusional as 
a result. Others believe this theme in 
Disney has offered positivity amidst 
a brutal world and generally liberal 
film industry. Parents can trust G and 
PG Disney movies to avoid coarse 
language, sex, and drug and alcohol 
abuse. Often, there is not an overtly 
deep our thought provoking message 
behind Disney films- a depravity Dis- 
ney was critiqued for in the 1930’s- 
there is a quaint sentimentality to the 
films. Disney appeals to families of 
all ages and can be a leisurely escape 
from life’s hardships. Disney contin- 
ues to be one of the biggest film fran- 
chises in the world today and is well 
known for its characters, stars, and 
light-heartedness. 

Walt Disney will be remembered for 
his creative imagination and original- 


ity. ® 
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Another Virginia Tech 


Shooting Shocks 


University 


KARA VANGROOTHEEST 


A shooting in 2007 Virginia Tech led 
to lawsuits and preventative measures. 
Now, after 5 years of preparation and 
false alarms, a shooting once again 
shakes the core of the student boy of 
Virginia Tech. 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University is located in Black- 
burg, Virginia. Ranked as the 44th in 
university research in the States, this 
university offers 65 bachelors degrees 
and 150 masters and‘doctoral degree 
programs. The campus covers 2 600 
acres and includes more than 125 
buildings and an airport. Over 30 000 
students attend this prestigious state 
university, yet they maintain a 16:1 
student to faculty ratio. 

This school was shaken and brought 
together 5 years ago by one of the big- 
gest shooting devastations in United 
States’ history. On April 16, 2007, Se- 
ung-Hui Cho shot and killed 32 peo- 
ple, then took his own life. Cho opened 
fire at a dorm, killing two people there. 
Two hours later, Cho appeared at a 
classroom building, shooting 30 more 
people. After this devastation, stu- 
dents complained about the school’s 
lack of response to the first shooting. 
No warning had been sent out to the 
rest of the school about shooting on 
campus. When Cho returned 2 hours 


later, nobody was ready. Although the 
security department claims they had 
thought there was no chance of Cho's 
return, the school still faced the maxi- 
mum fine of $55 000. 

Since this unfortunate event, emer- 
gency protocols had been set up 
around school. Since that time, many 
false alarms have been caused by any 
loud sounds, including cars backfir- 
ing. The alarm raised on Thursday, 
December 8, however, was not a false 
alarm. 

Around noon on December 8, the 
first real alarm sounded. At 12:15pm, 
during a routine traffic stop, a man 
shot Officer Deriek W. Crouse from 
close range. The man then fled to an- 
other parking lot, where he then shot 
himself. The emergency alarms were 
set, and the entire school went into 
lockdown until late Thursday after- 
noon. 

The victim was a police officer who 
worked at the school: 39-year-old offi- 
cer Crouse leaves behind a devastated 
family — a wife, children, and mother. 

Ross Truett Ashley, the shooter and 
second victim, was not a student at 
Virginia Tech, nor did he have any pri- 
or connection to Crouse. Friends say 
Ashley gave no indication of violence 
or suicide; this came as a surprise to 
all. 

These two men, shot and killed on 


the Blackburg campus of Virginia 
Tech, not only a new tragedy facing 
this school, but also present remind- 


ers of that terrible day 5 years ago. 

This second shooting took place on 
December 8: the day school officials 
were in Washington appealing the 
$55 000 fine inflicted after the 2007 
shooting. 

Virginia Tech is a large school, and 
located in the States. What effect does 
this shooting have on small schools 
located in Canada? Is it possible these 
shootings could become more wide 
spread? that copycat shooters could 
spring up all over the continent? This 
scenario is not likely, but it is still 
something to keep in mind. 

As the student body of Virginia Poly- 
technic Institute and State University 
mourn yet another untimely death, 
steps are being taken to prevent an- 
other similar event. Meetings have 
taken place to discuss improvements 
to be made to the crisis prevention 
and response strategies. @® 


Putting a price on 
biodiversity 


We must realize that conservation biology and sustain- 
able economics go hand-in-hand 


JAMES CAMPBELL 
THE MANITOBAN 
UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA 


WINNIPEG (CUP) — Despite the 
fact that we are in the midst of a global 
ecological crisis, conservation efforts 
around the world continue to face an 
uphill battle. A recent article in Nature 
suggests that if our current critically 
endangered species go extinct, we will 
have achieved an extinction event of 
a magnitude comparable to that of 
the dinosaurs, thus marking the sixth 
mass extinction in the history of the 
planet. 

The latest report from the Conven- 
tion on Biological Diversity gives in- 
sight to the current state of biodiver- 
sity by estimating that, between 1970 
and 2006, populations of vertebrate 
species have declined by 31 per cent. 
Additionally, of the 47,677 species 
assessed by International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 36 
per cent are threatened with extinc- 
tion, and two per cent (875 species) 
have already gone extinct. 

“Continuing species extinctions far 
above the historic rate ... are projected 
throughout this century,” the report 
summarizes, 

“The loss of such [ecosystem] ser- 
vices is likely to impact the poor first 
and most severely, as they tend to be 
the most dependent on their immedi- 
ate environments.” 

The numbers speak for themselves 
— so why don't we care? The answer 
is simple : economics — or to 
be more s the lack of market 
prices for ecosystem services and bio- 


diversity. This is a long understood 
shortcoming of current microeconom- 
ics: it causes ecosystem services to be 
undervalued by policy makers and the 
general public alike. After all, how can 
one expect to put a dollar value to a 
hectare of boreal forest or the diversity 
of species within it? 

In the struggle to reform current pol- 
icymaking practices around the globe, 
The Economics and Ecosystems of 
Biodiversity (TEEB) is pushing to do 
just that — price-tag our ecosystems. 
TEEB is an ongoing study hosted 
by the United Nations Environment 
Programme and receives financial 
support from the European Commis- 
sion. TEEB advocates for identifying 
the economic potential (as opposed to 
cost) of ecosystem conservation. More 
than just an ideal, TEEB reports iden- 
tify numerous examples around the 
globe that highlight the benefits to this 
approach, 

In one such example, New York City, 
facing the construction of a US$6-8 
billion water filtration plant to keep 
its water supply within federal regu- 
lations, instead opted to pay US$1.5 
billion to land owners in the Catskill 
Mountains to improve farm manage- 
ment techniques and reduce dam- 
aging run-off. This resulted in con- 
serving the ecological integrity and 
natural water purification capabilities 
of the Catskills watershed and saving 
taxpayers the US$300-500-million-a- 
year cost of maintaining a water filtra- 
tion plant. 

In another example, marine protect- 
ed areas (MPA), while causing short- 
term costs in loss of fishing grounds, 


have been demonstrated to have an 
overwhelmingly positive long-term 
economic and ecological effect. Pro- 
viding refuge for fish stocks to regen- 
erate causes higher catch rates in the 
long run. Seventy three per cent of 
the U.S. haddock catch is taken from 
within five kilometres of an MPA off 
the New England coast. 

As a final example, one report high- 
lights a study in which protected areas 
of the Brazilian Amazon were discov- 
ered to contribute three times more 
money into the economy than cattle 
ranching would (which is the likely 
alternative land use for the protected 
area). 

As TEEB illustrates, it is clear that 
the quest of conservation biology is 
changing from one of ethics to eco- 
nomics. 

Ecosystem functions provide a wide 
range of life support systems, includ- 
ing waste assimilation, flood control, 
soil and wind erosion prevention, and 
water quality maintenance. Ecosystem 
functions are often cheaper and more 
efficient than man-made alternatives. 
If we want to postpone the next mass 
extinction and provide a sustainable 
resource base for our growing popu- 
lation, we need to realize that the 
practices of conservation biology and 
sustainable economics are one and the 
same, 
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Miniver Sail Review 


LAURA HEMING 


Music is a language that can speak 
volumes more than words and can join 
a room full of people together in an 
amazing way through the sharing of a 
natural talent. A clear sign of a natural 
talent is the ability for a musician to 
stand before any room; whether it be 
an arena, a city park or a dorm room 
basement, and fill it with the emotion 
that was felt in the writing process. 
Something must be said about a band 
who can take stage in a dark college 
dorm basement and transform it into 
a venue of its own simply by the power 
of words bound together with original 
melodies. In a society where music is 
seemingly a meaningless mush of re- 
peated words, how refreshing it is to 
hear the sound of lyrics so real and 
so raw, how striking to witness the 
binding of instruments with voices so 
sharp and so true. In a sea of all too fa- 
miliar musical voices, Miniver Sail has 
established themselves to be an upris- 
ing talent with immense potential. 

On Friday, November 18 many sup- 
porting Redeemer students piled into 
a campus basement to witness the first 
headlining show by folk band, Miniver 
Sail. With stunning lead vocals from 
Chrisy Hurn and Simon Fallon, the 
lead acoustic and electric guitar of 
Cory Hoogsteen and Sam Kamminga 
featured on drums, the band could 
not have formulated a better blend of 
talent. The songs featured a wide ar- 


rangement of instruments, as they al- 
ternated throughout songs from man- 
dolin and violin to banjo, as well as an 
electric guitar solo played with a violin 
bow. The set list consisted of mostly 
original songs written by Hurn and 
Fallon, including favourites like Anna 
and Sea Song, followed by covers of 
songs that held great importance with 
the band. The atmosphere was per- 
fectly constructed, with a lowly string 
of Christmas lights creating a natural 
and fitting setting. 

Starting as a couple students seeking 
out a girl with a rumoured talent, and 
now looking to record, Miniver Sail 
has developed quickly over the last few 
months. Big plans are in line for the 
indie folk band as they take the stage 
at Redeemer’s Battle of the Bands in 
January against four other musical 
talents of the school. Besides school 
performances, Miniver Sail hopes to 
expand their talents outward from the 
Hamilton area and beyond. The band 
aims to continue to make music that 
people can enjoy and will persist in 
writing songs that hold great amounts 
of substance and musicality. Redeem- 
er looks forward to seeing Miniver Sail 
perform on campus as well as watch- 
ing them take their talents to broader 
areas. With an already solid fan base 
and a clear love for music, it is certain 
that wherever the band decides to pur- 
sue their music, a unique and obvious 
passion will continue to be a trade- 
mark of this promising band. 
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Bastion Review: Seven Person Team 
Makes Something Seventy Would be 
Proud of 


RYAN SEBASTIAN 


Independent games are having their 
own renaissance and the quality and 
ingenuity of these titles grows with 
every year. The latest entry into this 
growing history of indie games is the 
PC and Xbox title Bastion. Developed 
by Supergiant Games, Bastion takes 
place in a world broken up by an event 
only known as the Calamity. The play- 
er, filling the shoes of the protagonist 
known only as “the Kid,” is tasked 
with restoring the bastion, which is a 
meeting area for those who are left. 
Bastion takes this simple premise and 
turns it into a wholly unique experi- 
ence through the presence of the nar- 
rator. As you continue, everything you 
do is narrated by a character called 
Rucks. His gravelly voice comments 
on the action you take and is also used 
to reveal the story. Everything you do 
merits a little line from Rucks, vary- 
ing from comments about how he 
used the same equipment as you in his 
fightin’ days, to little histories of the 
different pieces of scavenged technol- 
ogy. This narration is never repeated 
and doesn't become annoying or over 
bearing; rather, it weaves the whole 
game together and reveals more of the 
history of the world around you, And 
what a world it is 


Rather than use its post-apocalyptic 


etting as an excuse to create a dull, 
brown, monochromatic pile of rub 
ble. Bastion’s fictional city Caelondia 
is chock full with interesting design 
and vibrant visuals, sometimes look 
ing like a watercolour in motion. The 
Kid explores the city and surrounding 
countryside looking for crystals to fix 
the Bastion, and each area has its own 
isual distinctness and palette. From 
the smoky reds of Colford Cauldron to 
the untamed marshy wild of Jawson 
Bog, the art gives the world a rich tex 
ture. Each of these areas is also filled 


with violent creatures that stand in 
your way. 

The Windbags are a nasty, slimy and 
violent remnant of the Calamity and 
the Kid has no qualms about stamp- 
ing them out. This is accomplished 
with wide varieties of weapons that 
are slowly doled out as the game pro- 
gresses. From the Kid’s trusty ham- 
mer and repeater to dual machetes 
and a flamethrower, the equipment 
is nicely varied. The combat is further 
varied with special moves and “tonics” 
which add bonuses such as regaining 
health by blocking. The weapons can 
be upgraded in different ways as well. 
Trying out different configurations of 
weapons, weapon upgrades and spe- 
cial moves to see what is particularly 
effective provides a satisfying element 
to the game. Bastions difficulty is also 
customizable through a risk-reward 
system. By invoking idols, enemies 
gain abilities and the game gets tough- 
er, but the payoff is more experience 
and money. This provides the player 
with options; do you want to give 
enemies regenerating health, more 
speed and the ability to go invisible so 
that you can get cool bonuses? In this 
way, the player is allowed to dynami- 
cally change their experience, but it 
lets those who just want to experience 
the story do so without removing any 
challenge for those who want to dive 
into the mechanics 

Wrapping, the whole experience to 
gether is a fantastic soundtrack, An 
eclectic mix of sounds that nonethe 
less fit with the western-vibe, the songs 
can range from sombre to stirring to 
heartbreaking. The use of sound and 
the spoken word is central to Bastion’s 
unique feel 

Supergiant has created a world and 
filled it with intriguing characters and 
history, and Rucks’ bittersweet story 
of the Calamity is of the finest calibre 
All this from an indie title a quarter of 


the price of the dise based game. 
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AARON POORT 


rhe Greatest Song is a play based on 
Song of Solomon that was performed 
at Redeemer and directed by Tom 
Carson. The entire script of the play 
was the scripture itself, based on a 
translation of Song of Solomon by Cal- 
vin Seerveld. It was a unique and fresh 
experience to say the least because the 
goal of the play was to imitate in raw, 
dramatic fashion the poetic beauty of 
the Song of Solomon. I had no idea 
what to expect as I took my seat be- 
cause I was not sure what it meant to 
dramatize Scripture nor did I have any 
notion of the new interpretation of the 
book. 

Calvin Seerveld’s translation of the 
biblical text brings to light a fresh in- 
terpretation of the Song of Solomon 
that few theologians in the church 
have had before. Most theologians 
have assumed that the graphic and 
sensual nature of the book could 
only mean that the church should 
interpret it allegorically, saying that 
the relationship between the “lover” 
and the Shulammite girl symbolizes 
the relationship that exists between 
Christ and the church. However, Cal- 
vin Seerveld and a handful of church 
theologians throughout the centuries 
recognize that this treatment is unfair 
to the natural reading of the text. In 
Seerveld’s estimation, there are actu- 
ally three main voices within the text, 
including Solomon, the Shulammite 
woman and her shepherd lover. The 
interaction between the three char- 
acters was very interesting to observe 
through the play because Solomon, in 
his advances towards the girl, seemed 
to be driven by a selfish and lustful de- 
sire rather than by love and commit- 
ment towards the girl. In contrast, the 
shepherd lover of the Shulammite was 
very self-sacrificing and determined to 
uphold the Shulammite’s honour and 
purity. 

The Greatest Song has a profound 
message for North American culture, 
not just that true love waits, but that 
true love in God’s eyes is proactive for 
purity. True love shows care, compas- 
sion and selflessness and guards pu- 
rity in God's sight at all costs. Interest- 
ingly, even the Shulammite’s brothers 
were involved in protecting her purity 
from a young age: 

“What shall we do for our sister on 
the day when she is spoken for? If she 
is a wall, we will build on her a battle- 
ment of silver, but if she is a door, we 
will enclose her with boards of cedar” 
(Song of Solomon 8:8-9 ESV). 

The Greatest Song gave a profound 
and enlightening new interpretation 
of this text of Scripture. What was so 
impressive was that the entire script 
came word for word out of the Biblical 
text itself (Calvin Seerveld’s transla- 
tion). 


The Greatest Song 


Handel’s Messiah at 
Redeemer 


DAVID BAKKER 


The rousing choruses of Handel's 
Messiah rang through the auditorium 
at Redeemer University College on 
December 2th and in the sanctuary of 
MacNab Street Presbyterian Church on 
December 3th. The performances fea- 
tured the student and alumni choirs of 
Redeemer directed by Dr. Christiaan 
Teeuwsen with the talents of several 
acclaimed singers and instrumental- 
ists. Despite minor technical difficul- 
ties at the outset of the performance 
at Redeemer, the choirs performed a 
well polished, stirring rendition of the 
18th century oratorio, 


Redeemer’s musical talents will be 
showcased in the coming year in con- 
cert. In January, Sinfonia, Redeemer's 
chamber concert ensemble comprised 
of musicians from the student body 
and the local community will perform 
orchestral works. Redeemer’s Jazz 
ensembles will take to the stage on 
February 3 to feature vocal and instru- 
mental music by Redeemer students. 
Other musical events in the coming 
year include a visit by the Psalm Proj- 
ect from the Netherlands on January 
23rd and a piano recital by Dr, Paul 
Thorlaksen on March 2. 


SPORTS & ROYALS 
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2012 Canadian 
Olympics Hopefuls 


BRANDON RICHARDSON 


London England, home of the Royal 
family, Big Ben, Wimbledon, Bucking- 
ham Palace, the London Bridge and the 
2012 Summer Olympics. As Canadians 
continue to live in the afterglow of the 
incredible 2010 Winter Olympics, we 
look forward to the next challenge as a 
field of athletes look to bring home the 
gold once again. Canadian talent looks 
as good as ever and our national team 
will be looking to beat our 18 medals 
(including 3 gold) we achieved in the 
2008 summer Olympics. 

In 2008 in Beijing China, the Cana- 
dian Olympic team found themselves 
with their third best finished in his- 
tory. Between July 27 and August 14, 
2012, in London, England, Canadians 
will complete in all different events 
trying to bring home the gold. This 
year the Olympics contain 26 different 
sports which split into 39 disciplines 
with many more events included in 
these subdivided sports. While quali- 
fying continues for the Olympics, Can- 
ada will be looking to take their largest 
team yet. Following are some athletes 
to keep your eyes on in the upcoming 
summer games: 

Clara Hughes — Manitoba native, 
born September 27, 1972 Hughes is 
about to compete in her sixth Olym- 
pic games at an age of 49. Hughes 
currently rests at 6 medals for team 
Canada in the Olympics. She is tied 
for most Canadian Olympic bling 
with Cindy Klassen. Hughes is the 
first Canadian to win a medal in both 
summer and winter games. She has 
competed both at speed skating in the 
winter Olympics as well as cycling in 
the summer Olympics. After taking 
a break from cycling in the Olympics 
to pursue speed skating, Hughes will 
pick up the Olympic bike once again 
to race for team Canada. Hughes 
has competed 4 times in the Tour de 
France and has been competing out- 


side of the Olympics in cycling since 
her summer games debut. If Hughes is 
able to build on her two bronze medals 
in cycling from the 1996 Olympics she 
will surpass Klassen in most Canadian 
medals. 

Perdita Felicien & Priscilla Lopes- 
Schliep — Oshawa native born August 
29, 1980 Perdita Felicien will battle it 
out against Scarborough native born 
August 26, 1982, Priscilla Lopes- 
Schliep. The two Canadian teammates 
will be competing for medals in the 
100 metre hurdles amongst other 
short distance races. Felicien has a 
resume filled with victories, her only 
hole being no Olympic medal. Priscilla 
Lopes-Schliep will be looking to im- 
prove on her Bronze medal in Beijing. 
The two athletes have been competing 
against each other since Beijing, rotat- 
ing in victories for their races. 

Simon Whitfield — Kingston native 
born May 16, 1975, Simon Whitfield 
will be looking to improve on his 
Olympic medals in the triathlon. Whit- 
field currently holds a gold medal in 
the 2000 Sydney summer games and 
a silver in the Beijing summer games. 
Whitfield holds the fastest Olympic 
triathlon time at 1:48:28 despite being 
part of a bicycle crash in the same race. 
Jan Frodeno of Germany will keep his 
head up for Whitfield as he won the 
gold medal in Beijing. Whitfield only 
lost by 5 seconds to the victor and is a 
Canadian hopeful for gold these sum- 
mer Olympics. 

Alexandre Despatie — Montreal na- 
tive, born on June 8, 1985, Alexandre 
Despatie returns to the Olympics in 
London this summer. Specializing in 3 
metre springboard this Canadian div- 
er holds 2 of the 9 total diving medals 
Canada has to-date in diving competi- 
tions in the Olympics. Athens in 2004 
and Beijing in 2008 both found Des- 
patie leaving with a single silver in the 
3 metre springboard. He will return to 
the Olympics competing in the same 


diving competition along with 3 metre 
synchronized. 

Ian Millar & Eric Lamaze — Ian Mil- 
lar age 64, born in Halifax Ontario 
will be competing in team jumping in 
the equestrian category at the Olym- 
pics this summer in London. He cur- 
rently has earned a silver in Beijing 
and hopes to improve along with his 
team this year. Canada competes very 
well in the show jumping events at 
the Olympics due to their incredible 
Canadian team program and another 
medal from this older athlete should 
be expected. Eric Lamaze, Millar's 
teammate is expected to fare well at 
the London games as well. Achieving 
silver at team jumping alongside Mil- 
lar, Lamaze also earned himself a gold 
in the same summer games in individ- 
ual jumping. Lamaze was the only Ca- 
nadian to win multiple medals at the 
Beijing Olympics for Canada. Terrible 
news has come earlier in the month 
though as Eric Lamaze’s horse, Hick- 
stead, passed away after an equestrian 
event. It will be interesting to see how 
he competes on a new horse this year. 

The Canadian team this year will be 
strong and big. World class athletes 
with an edge for competition is the 
Canadian reputation and they will 
not slow for other athletes in London. 
Canada will be competing in their once 
parent country hoping to do our nation 
proud. These are only a few athletes 
expected to bring us home medals, 
many more are expected. Rally along- 
side our athletes, as they compete July 
and August in London, England. q@? 


The Men’s 
Volleyball 
team heads 

to San Diego 
over Christmas 


Break 


PETER REID 


The Men's Volleyball team will head 
to San Diego, California over the 
Christmas Break. The trip, from De- 
cember 28th to January 4th, will see 
the Royals competing against some of 
the top college and university teams in 
Canada and training out of the San Di- 
ego Volleyball Club facility. 

While in San Diego, the Royals will 
spend their time training and tak- 
ing part in an exhibition tournament 
scheduled for December 29th-gist. 
There will also be some time off for the 
team for sightseeing. 

Tournament play for the Royals will 
be intense and will be used to prepare 
the team for the second semester and 
possibly a run at the OCAA Volleyball 
Championships. The team will face the 
2012 National Championship hosts 
Columbia Bible College (ranked #11 
in Canada), #9 ranked Red Deer Col- 
lege, # 6 ranked Limoilou Collge, and 
#1 national ranked Vancouver Island 
University while in California. 

Athletic Director Dave Mantel com- 
mented, “It will provide the team 
with a high level of competition over 


the Christmas Break and will help to 
prepare the team for the second half 
stretch and potentially into playoffs. 
The team has shown over the last 
number of years that it has the ability 
to compete for Provincial medals and 
this quality competitive environment 
is a great way to prepare the team both 
physically and mentally for some im- 
portant games coming up in the sec- 
ond semester”. 

The Men’s Volleyball team currently 
sits in 5th place in the OCAA West di- 
vision with a 5-4 record. The team is 
ranked #7 in the province. @® 
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Badminton sights 
high hopes for reg 


season 


SIMON FALLON 


Though Volleyball and Basketball 
tend to dominate the sports scene at 
Redeemer, one of the unsung heroes 
of our Athletics’ department is the 
Badminton team. Featuring a wide 
range of skilled players, Redeemer’s 
Badminton team has come from hum- 
ble beginnings, but is rising in the On- 
tario university sports scene. 

Headed up by coach Benno Kurvits, 
a long time influence in the Canadian 
badminton scene, the team is flesh- 
ing out nicely and is well on its way to 
becoming a force to be reckoned with 
in the Southern Ontario Badminton 
circuit. With 3 tournaments under 
their belt, the Redeemer teams are 
starting to feel truly solidified in their 
roles. This is especially evident in the 
doubles’ partners, many of whom have 
played together for a number of years 
already, such as Stephen Bowler and 
Randall Brus or Janelle Koopmans 
and Courtney Harvey. Koopmans and 
Harvey walked away with a gold in the 
B flight at the first Redeemer tourna- 
ment of the year at Humber College. 

Since this tournament, there have 
been two more follow up tournaments 
before the real badminton season picks 
up next semester. In the second tour- 
nament, Redeemer shined with the 
doubles’ teams making their presence 
felt, a large contributor to this cause 
are the Koopman sisters; not playing 
paired up together, yet Janelle being a 
finalist in the B division and Julie tak- 
ing home a gold in the C Division. 

Long-time badminton player Rudi 
Louw regretfully withdrew from Bad- 
minton this year due to the intense 
taxing nature of Redeemer competi- 
tive badminton, and the fact that he 
is involved in many other facets of the 
school. Louw states, “Badminton was 
an excellent release of the most primal 
of feelings.” A truly underestimated 
sport, Louw lets us know that he is 
“looking forward to watching and sup- 
porting the Redeemer athletes at the 
OCAA competition in second semes- 
ter.” Redeemers atheletes are poised 
for action, ready to take on all comers. 
Louw concludes his thoughts, “Its easy 
for people to make fun of badminton 
players, but let's see who's laughing 
when you're getting ‘shuttle-cocks’ 
projected at you at extreme veloci- 


ties.” qD 
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Basketball still 


fighting 


BRANDON RICHARDSON 


The season continues as Redeemer 
Royals basketball teams try to earn 
for themselves a top spot in the OCAA 
standings. The Royals are coming off 
of a poor 2010-2011 season but are 
proving to compete this year as points 
are starting to roll in. 

The Redeemer Royals men’s bas- 
ketball team has found themselves in 
many hard fought battles this season, 
losing 3 games that could have been 
any team’s win. The men’s team find 
themselves at 3 wins and 6 losses on 
the season. This places the team sev- 
enth in the West Division. The three 
wins have come against Sault College, 
Lambton and St. Clair. 

Recently, the men’s team made a 
television appearance while playing 
the rivaled Mohawk Mountaineers 
in a king-of-the-hill showdown. The 
week following, Hamilton residents 
could watch the game on Cable 14. 
The game lived up to the expectations 
set and the Royals found themselves 
up by 6 points at the half. Dhimitri 


Luarisi tallied 12 points at the half 


marker. A poor third quarter proved 
to be the nail in the coffin for the Roy- 
als though, as they found themselves 
come up short to the Mountaineers by 
15 points. The battle ended 82-70 in 
favour of the Mountaineers. 
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Dhimitri Luarasi, Paul Hart and 
jenn Ibrahim have been the Roy 
als “go to” players for both offensive 
points and defensive ball control. Lu 
arasi from Rochester New York, finds 
himself leading the Royals in points 
per game at an astounding 14.4 and is 
also seen in the top 20 players in the 
league for the same stats. Luarisi also 
leads the team in rebounds amongst 
other statistics, living up to his veteran 
expectations. 

Royals’ woman’s basketball has not 
faired quite as well as the men’s team 
this year as they start the season with 
a losing record of 0 wins and 9 losses 
Up against tough competition, the 
woman's team can’t find a way to put 
away the other team in regulation or 
in dying minutes. Promising talent 
rises through first year Esther Weima 
from Nepean Ontario who currently 
leads the team in points per game 

The Royals definitely have their 
work cut out for themselves as com 
petition looks tough. Opposing teams 
do not look to back down which will 
pose problems in strategy for both the 
teams. As the Royals enjoy a break for 
exams and a time to celebrate Christ- 
mas, you can guarantee they will be 
fighting harder than ever for rankings 
in the OCAA as the season resumes in 


January.@ 
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Slavery in the 21st Century 
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HEATHER BARNES 


There has scarce been a time in 
history where human rights have 
been more revered than in today’s 
society. In the west individual rights 
are paramount. There is little that 
can trump one’s rights. In Canada 
we have the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms which entrenches our 
rights as citizens in law. Most of the 
West shares similar laws, ensuring 
its people are afforded freedom as a 
basic, foundational right. Some might 
even argue that we've gone too far in 
this and now do too much to protect 
the rights of the individual, citing 
some of the more preposterous cases 
taken to the Human Rights Commis- 
sion as evidence of this. For a society 
that prides itself on it progressive ap- 
proach to individual freedoms we are 
shockingly ignorant of the prevalence 
of slavery in our world. 

December 2nd marked the UN’s 
International Day for the Abolition of 
Slavery. The focus of this day was on, 
“eradicating contemporary forms of 
slavery, such as trafficking in persons, 
sexual exploitation, the worst forms 
of child labour, forced marriage, and 
the forced recruitment of children for 
use in armed conflict.” There are esti 
mated to be more than twenty-seven 
million slaves in the world right now. 
[hat means there are more people in 

ivery today than at any other point 
in history. Of this twenty-seven mil 
lion, between forty and fifty percent 
ire under the age of eighteen. Slavery 
can take many forms, but modern 
day slavery predominantly consists of 
those trapped in either debt bondage 
or 1n sex slavery 
Debt bondage, also referred to as 
involve 
ork off a loan. The 
mall, results in undeter 


bonded slavery a person 
being forced to w 
yan, often 
mined years of service required as 
repayment. This exchange of work 
for a loan bec Omes ¢t lavery when the 
work repaid isn't counted against the 
principal of the loan. In a never-end 
ing escalation of interest and charges 
for room and board, a small debt can 
result in a lifetime of slavery. A loan 
as small as five US dollars has been 
recorded as enslaving an entire family 


for three generations. With no one to 


advocate on their behalf, they have no 
hope for relief of the debt and are left 
to toil in a despairing situation. 

The victims of sex slavery are often 
either kidnapped or sold by their 
families into the industry. The girls, 
as young as eight years old, are kept 
locked in brothels and their virgin- 
ity is sold at a premium, after which 
they are kept for years to continue 
being used for the profit of the owner. 
Brothels with forced prostitution are 
rife throughout Asia and, sickeningly, 
sex tourism is a lucrative business in 
this area. It is estimated that the sex 
tourism industry accounts for up to 
fourteen percent of Malaysia, Thai- 
land, Indonesia, and the Philippines’ 
gross domestic product. In Chang, 
Mai, Thailand there are more than 
fifteen hundred known sex brothels 
which cater to sex tourism. That fig- 
ure only reflects the number of known 
brothels in one city — it doesn’t ac- 
count for the underground brothels 
which are doubtless numerous. 

Human trafficking is defined as the, 
“illegal trade of human beings for the 
purpose of reproductive slavery, com- 
mercial sexual exploitation, or forced 
labour.” Most victims of human 
trafficking are between the ages of 
eighteen and twenty-four and almost 
all are sexually and physically abused 
while being trafficked. Human traf 
ficking comes second only to the drug, 
dealing as the largest criminal in 
dustry in the world, and it is growing 
quickly. Humans are bought and sold 
for profit, and are done so with no re 
gard to the intrinsic value of a person, 
In India, for example, children cost 
less than cattle. Furthermore, where 
as a young male agricultural worker 
in the United States was sold for the 
equivalent of forty thousand dollars 
at the height of the transatlantic slave 
trade in the eighteen century, the 
purchasing cost of a young male agri 
cultural worker in the United States 
costs about three hundred dollars 
today. Human life has seen alarming 
depreciation 

Last year the global sex slave indus 
try saw a profit of thirty-two billion 
dollars. That is more than the com 
bined profits of Starbucks, Google, 
and Nike. It should be noted that 
figures and statistics are somewhat 


flawed given the low level of reporting 
for trafficking and slavery. While the 
figures listed above are horrific, it 

is very likely that they are merely a 
glimpse of the true severity of modern 
day slavery. 

There are a number of organizations 
that are working as abolitionists. The 
International Justice Mission is a 
human rights organization working 
to combat slavery. Their vision is to, 
“rescue thousands, protect millions, 
and prove that justice for the poor 
is possible.” Through their teams 
of investigators, lawyers, and social 
workers they infiltrate brothels and 
trafficking rings to rescue the captive 
and aid in their rehabilitation. Their 
website (ijm.ca) is full of information, 
opportunities to help, and ways to 
give thoughtful gifts this Christmas. 

One of the greatest challenges for 
abolitionists is the ignorance of the 
general public. When the topic of 
slavery is raised the images that 
come to mind are of the transatlantic 
slave trade centuries ago. The more 
contemporary images of young girls 
trapped in brothels and little boys 
carrying bricks on their head twelve 
hours a day are not the predominant 
mental image. Nor do they imagine 
the two hundred thousand people liv- 
ing in bonded slavery in the US today. 
Nevertheless, these are the new faces 
of slavery. It hasn't been beaten, it 
hasn't been abolished. It’s alive and 
well. More frighteningly, it’s growing, 
Rapidly. Trading in human lives, as it 
turns out, is a lucrative money maker, 
and opportunists simply can’t pass 
it up. And so it is left to us to protect 
those who cannot protect themselves 
and to bring to justice those who seek 
to profit from their exploitation. 

William Wilberforce is famous for 
his efforts to legally abolish slavery 
which came to fruition in England in 
1807. He is rightly celebrated for his 
unflagging war against slavery, but 
one can’t sit back and take pleasure 
in a job well done yet. Slavery is 
shamefully prevalent and woefully 
unaddressed. Wilberforce said, “you 
may choose to look the other way but 
you can never say again that you did 


not know.” @ 


PETER FRIESWICK 


In two hours I’m supposed to be 
handing in an article about how to 
study for exams, but I haven't written 
it yet because I’m kind of busy right 
now. The two guys I live with con- 
vinced me that it is more important 
to watch them play a First Person 
Shooter. “But don’t worry,” they say. 
“We'll help you write the article at the 
same time.” 

Which, if I weren't already an 
experienced procrastinator, I might 
actually believe. 

Instead, Co-writer Number One 
is playing Crysis 2, a game which 
teaches such valuable life-lessons as: 
how to turn yourself temporarily in- 
visible, how to bash aliens in the back 
of the neck, and — of primary interest 
to university guys — how to turn on a 
microwave. 

I'm not joking about the microwave. 
In the midst of running from an 
army of private soldiers, whose sole 
mission it seems is to kill you for your 
super-awesome power suit (which 
can turn you invisible and give you 
super strength) while at the same 
time hiding from an invading alien 
horde — whose primary mission is 
also to kill you — you find a working 
microwave. If there’s one thing I have 
to commend game designers for, it’s 
realism. 

The microwave sits on someone’s 
command desk in a bombed out 
part of New York City, just begging 
for some acne scarred teenager in a 
power suit to come along and fiddle 
with it. And how does one learn to 
perform the incredibly useful, real- 
life skill of turning on a microwave? 
“Push x” the game says. 

At the same time this is going on, 
Co-writer Number Two is staring at 
a digital painting of exploding sailing 
ships. The picture, he explains, is an 
artist’s interpretation of the Battle 
of Sinop. During this naval battle in 
1853 (take note you history majors) 
the Imperial Russians blasted 3,000 


Ottomans to smithereens, losing only 
thirty-seven of their own men. 

He offers this last bit of information 
as he points to the picture, as though 
I'm actually supposed to be comforted 
by the flames engulfing the ships, 
which incidentally look an awful 
lot like the panicked inferno raging 
inside of me. All I can think of is how 
similar I am to the Ottomans: I'm an 
hour off my midnight deadline and 
very, very dead. 


And then, when I think it can't get 
any worse, Co-writer Number One 
starts playing “Young Blood” by The 
Naked and Famous. It’s one part 
whiney lyrics and two parts bad, 
bad 80's teenage romance song: 
“We're only young and naive still/ 
We require certain skills/ The mood 
it changes like the wind/ Hard to 
control when it begins...” The rest of 
it moans on for longer than I've been 
alive, before the band desperately 
strangles it under a hundred yeah- 
yeah’s. 

While Co-writer Number One makes 
up nasty insults to yell at the tough- 
to-beat alien scum trying to blow his 
head off, I chug another Powerade 
and fantasize that I’m tanning on a 
desert island, nowhere close to any- 
thing resembling school newspapers, 
computers, or deadlines. 

In case you haven't noticed, the 
parallels between how I’m writing 
this article and how most students 
study for their exams are remarkably 
similar. Then again, it’s also eerily 
similar to the life of a drug dealer 
(which I would know, as I’ve watched 
many Hollywood movies about such 
people). 

But now that I’ve come to the end of 
my word quota, I realize I haven't told 
you anything useful about studying 
for exams. But that’s okay; I have 
shown you an incredibly useful way 
to write them: fill a page or two with 
writing and say a whole lot of nothing 
at all. 
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Why you’re bad at donating to 
charity, and what you should do 


about it 


TOM INGRAM 
THE MANITOBAN 
(UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA) 


WINNIPEG (CUP) — The other day, 
I passed a pink fire truck. It was, of 
course, related to some kind of breast 
cancer fundraiser. As I looked on, a 
question occurred to me in a sudden 
moment of clarity: what exactly is the 
connection between oncology and the 
decor of emergency vehicles? 

Surely, if our goal is to eradicate 
breast cancer, there are much better 
ways to go about it. Research, for in- 
stance, has served us well in the past. 
Painting the truck is just another ex- 
ample of those weird but ubiquitous 
charitable fundraisers that include 
some kind of ostentatious display. 
It seems no fund drive is complete 
without a marathon, a glow-bowling 
tournament, a hotdog-eating contest 
or some other incredibly wasteful ac- 
tivity with no real connection to the 
cause being supported. 

We tell ourselves that the purpose of 
charity is to help others; if that were 
the case, we'd regularly donate an af- 
fordable but sizeable sum to the most 
effective charity possible. But that’s 
not what we do. We grudgingly sur- 
render a few bucks a couple times 
throughout the year, and only if the 
charity in question goes to the trouble 
of organizing a sponsored potato sack 
race for our viewing pleasure. This is 
compassion as luxury. It is the behav- 
iour pattern of someone who wants to 
appear altruistic and get the attendant 
warm feeling, not someone who genu- 
inely cares. 

The result of this is that money goes 
to the charities most effective at orga- 
nizing Bavarian fire drills. Pictures, 
testimonials and guilt trips decide who 
gets funding, not simple facts about 
which charity is doing the best job. 
According to a post on blog.givewell. 
org, the vast majority of charities have 
never been evaluated for effectiveness, 
and of the ones that have, most have 
demonstrated a weak or even negative 
effect. You could get a warm feeling 


by simply setting money on fire, and 
it would have approximately the same 
effect as donating to a startling num- 
ber of charities. 

It seems ghastly to think about char- 
ity in the cold, economic terms of re- 
turn on investment, but that’s how the 
game is played. If you want to help 
people, you need to constantly hold 
two questions in your mind; “Is this ef- 
fective?” and “Could someone else do 
it better?” If there are two charities, A 
and B, and A can save a starving child 
in Sierra Leone for $100, while B can 
cure three cholera-afflicted children in 
Uganda for the same cost, then there 
is only one valid, moral answer to the 
question of who to donate to. Giving 
to charity A is obviously the worse 
proposition. 

GiveWell, a non-profit organization 
that does extensive research to evalu- 
ate charities based on their effective- 
ness, has a wide variety of information 
available on their website. They not 
only do in-depth analyses of specific 
charities, but also evidence-based as- 
sessments of different types of pro- 
grams, such as anti-retroviral therapy 
as a preventative treatment for HIV, 
They have some surprising facts — 
such as some surrounding education 
programs and after-school programs 
that have been shown to have little to 
no effect. 

GiveWell recently rolled out a new 
list of top recommended charities just 
in time for the holiday season, when 
most of their donations come in, The 
new list-topper is the Against Malaria 
Foundation, which distributes insec- 
ticide-treated mosquito nets to devel- 
oping countries. GiveWell estimates 
that it costs only about $5 per bed net, 
which helps prevent malaria — and 
deaths as a result of the illness, 

Around this time of year, people start 
thinking about generosity. You have a 
duty to make sure your generosity ac- 
complishes something — especially 
if the research could be as simple as 
spending 10 minutes on a website. Go 
to GiveWell or another site like it and 
take their data into account. It is, quite 
literally, a matter of life and death. 
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Attention Deficit 


OPINIONS 


Efficient altruism Editorial: Academic 


Disorder 


Would you take cognitive enhancers? 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


I'm fairly sure I have Academic At- 
tention Deficit Disorder. I’m writing 
this editorial while expounding a paper 
on Eve’s Dream Sequence in Paradise 
Lost, tallying word counts for articles, 
editing articles, reading Freud's Inter- 
pretation of Dreams (Parts I and IJ), 
listening to Christmas music, studying 
for an exam, and texting my sister. 

Every single student understands 
this: it is incredibly difficult to stay 
focused on one task for longer than 
thirty seconds without having to check 
your Facebook, Twitter, Email, Skype, 
cellphone, etc. You read a sentence 
and hit (for those of you with Maes) 
F3, switch screens, and allow your at- 
tention to drift onto something other 
than what you probably should be do- 
ing. If you're like me, you are multi- 
tasking between multitudes of musts, 
typing one sentence, reading one sen- 
tence, and then grumbling because 
your Christmas music stream keeps 
re-buffering itself (it too has AADD). 

Academie Attention Deficit Disorder 
isn’t a real disorder, but it might as 
well be. Every student struggles with 
competently remaining focused long 
enough to start (and probably finish) 
whatever it is that needs to be done. 

I grew up in the generation where 
MSN Messenger was popular. As a 
teenager, I learned how to write a pa- 
per, carry on a conversation, make my 
parents angry, watch T.V., and play 
computer Boggle (I was that cool), all 
at the same time. I fully blame MSN 
and, at the dawn of my 17th birthday, 
Facebook, for my inability to remain 
on track. My poor brain has the atten- 
tion span of a fish. 

Apparently, I’m not the only one 
who feels this way. Recently, there has 
been a wave of studies done on the use 
of Ritalin and Adderall, medications 
given to children to combat ADHD, by 
university students. Maclean’s Maga- 
zine and The New York Times have 
both published articles on the effects 


of these two drugs which students are 
illegally using to combat their atten- 
tion-deficit inflicted study habits. The 
drugs aren’t difficult to come by; they 
are easily prescribed, purchased over 
the internet, or acquired from friends 
or classmates. 

Experts are even suggesting that 
these drugs have brain-boosting pow- 
er. Cognitive neuroscientists recently 
published a commentary arguing that 
“cognitive enhancements” could actu- 
ally better human brain activity. For 
university students, this means they 
might hit the jackpot in artificial con- 
centration. 

Professor Anjan Chatterjee of the 
University of Pennsylvania warns that 
adults who are not actually affected 
by ADHD should not take brain-en- 
hancing drugs. “It is not acceptable to 
recommend that healthy people take 
drugs to enhance performance,” he 
comments to BBC. 

“Endorsing the legal non-therapeu- 
tic use of methyphenidate (Ritalin) 
or other cognitive enhancers now is 
premature. The efficacy and risks of 
enhancers in healthy people needs 
to be researched adequately and this 
information needs to be disseminated 
broadly.” 

But have Redeemer students bought 
into using cognitive enhancers to im- 
prove their academic performance? 

“I don’t care enough about that,” says 
third year Religion/Theology major 
Kelly Brouwer. “I don't want to jeop- 
ardize my studying.” 

“I use caffeine,” shrugs Music major 
Justin Hiebert. 

Though, experts are now suggest- 
ing that the use of such cognitive en- 
hancers are similar to drinking coffee. 
They keep users alert and awake and 
focused, Like caffeine, you become 
dependent on them to maintain that 
state of wakefulness. 

Hiebert responds, “I feel like caffeine 
is more socially acceptable. I don’t 
know how I'd feel if I saw someone 
taking Ritalin as opposed to drinking 
coffee.” 


The views presented do not necessarily represent the opinions of 
The Crown staff or the broader Redeemer community 


Professor John Harris, bioethics ex- 
pert at the University of Manchester, 
comments, “Safe always means safe 
enough and since no drugs are free 
of side effects, that always means the 
consumer has judged the risks of ad- 
verse effects worth taking, given the 
probable benefits.” 

Though I, myself, have never consid- 
ered using cognitive enhancers such 
as Ritalin or Adderall, if I don’t have 
my morning, lunch, mid-afternoon, 
and after dinner coffee, you might as 
well not even speak to me. While I 
don’t deny that my AADD probably 
stems from instantaneous informa- 
tion, vibrantly coloured everything, 
and social networking, I don’t think 
that cognitive enhancers are necessar- 
ily the way to combat it. Thanks, but 
no thanks, I'll stick with my coffee, 
one cream. 


Each “Letter to the Editor” intended for publication by its writer should be printed, providing that (a) there is space available, (b) that the letter does not contain erroneous or slan- 
derous material, and (c) that the editor-in-chief does not deem the letter to be offensive to the Redeemer community. Letters may be edited for brevity and clarity. 
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DR. ROBB POWELL 


CHRISTMAS WITH- 
OUT CHRIST? 


After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in 
Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 
and asked, “Where is the one who has 
been born king of the Jews? We saw 
his star when it rose and have come 
to worship him.” 

When King Herod heard this he was 
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 
him. When he had called together all 


lain’ 


ee 


the People’s chief priests and teachers 
of the law, he asked them where the 
Messiah was to be born. “In Bethle- 
hem in Judea,” they replied, “for this 
is what the prophet has written: 

“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for out of you will 
come a ruler who will shepherd my 
people Israel." (Matthew 2; 1-6) 


This is such a powerful story. Imagine 
what this season would be if our con- 
temporary neo-Herodians were actu- 
ally successful in removing the Christ 
out of Christmas. What indeed? 

Writing as one who has known 
Christmas both with Christ and with- 
out Christ, trust me when I tell you 
it makes all of the difference in the 
world. And then some.... 

Remove The Christ and I ask you.. 
Whence: 

Mystery? Anticipation? Drama? 
Compassion? Ritual? Depth? Tran- 
scendence? Meaning ? Beauty? Re- 
demption? 

Without His story, life, example and 
Spirit, we have just another empty 
winter festival. Another corpse with- 
out a soul. Indeed, one need not probe 
deeply to determine that it is because 
of His Spirit that we connect this sea- 
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son with generosity, compassion, al- 
truism, caring, family and such. It is 
because of His incorporation into the 
narrative of the season that we have 
the very things that are most meaning- 
ful and compelling. 

A friend of mine once commented 
that it seems that at Christmas the 
world actually reflects on “the way 
things ought to be”. People should not 
be lonely at Christmas. There should 
not be fighting/poverty/hunger/ha- 
tred at Christmas. There should be 
goodwill at Christmas. People should 
care at Christmas. Families should 
love each other at Christmas... ete. 

Where does this seasonal imperative, 
the sense of “oughtness” come from? 
Where, indeed? 

Be assured it did not come from the 
Roman feast of Saturn that once oc- 
curred on the same date. It did not 
come from the pagan rituals of north- 
ern Europe. And it does not arise from 
the culture of the office party. It is 
ground into the biblical narrative of 
the Giving God who has given this un- 
deserving world the ultimate GIFT at 
an unimaginable cost to Himself. 

He can truly say “Come unto me” be- 
cause He first came to us. That's the 
whole point. 


Serving the Lord, not 
the Structure 


BECKY CONNELL 
CROWN REPORTER 


Traditions in the church offer struc- 
ture, confirmation of beliefs and com- 
fort. Though traditions may serve as a 
benefit to believers, they can become 
dangerous when people get caught up 
in a strong sense of duty to the tradi- 
tional structure of the church. 

In Romans 8:2 God calls his people 
to be “free from the law.” It is not 
possible to live free in Christ if Chris- 
tians are bound by a duty to maintain 
structure and order within a church. If 
the focus is centered on the structure, 
the distraction may be on things such 
as politics, finances and human abil- 
ity. If a church gets caught up in such 
distractions then there is a possibility 
to lead believers to the building or to 
a program instead of to the real life 
changer - Jesus himself. The focus 
should be on the Lord and those serv- 
ing him rather than on the structure. 

Unbendable structure limits the work 
of God's love in individuals’ personal 
relationships with God. If believers 
only listen to the voice of tradition 
rather than God's voice, then a church 
turns into a building full of perform- 
ers or puppets rather than a gathering, 
of Christ followers who are engaged in 
seeking him 

The image of the present church can 
misrepresent Christians if it is bound 

in politics, power, gossip and money, 
which can be seen as strong elements 
of the Genu 


ine love 


church 


goodness, mercy, 


Phariseeical 

kindness, 
grace and equal valuing of one anoth 
er should be the difference of a Jesus 
lover from someone who is lost. 

No one is above another. It should 
not become a competition of who is 
more godly because all can learn from 
each other. No one should speak badly 
of one another because all are called 
to love. Gossip divides churches and 
considering all have sinned and fallen 
short, it is not right to judge others. As 
Matthew 7:5 says “first take the log out 
of your own eye.” 


Jesus challenged the Pharisees who 
were caught up in selfish ambition. 
Historically power and profit became 
a motive of many church leaders as 
they manipulated followers to worship 
structure rather than the person of 
God. The authority and wealth of the 
church became a focus as the Phari- 
sees competed to gain the most power. 
People believed what was preached by 
the Pharisees because they were con- 
sidered to be the most connected to 
God. A relationship with God was not 
encouraged among common people as 
they looked to the Pharisees who were 
their leaders who provided communi- 
cation with the Lord. It is just as im- 
portant today to use discernment by 
knowing God’s word. 

It can become dangerous if people 
lose their sense of discernment and 
rely on man for Christ’s word rather 
than Christ himself and his Holy Word. 
Though the intentions may initially be 
pure, man’s word can easily be mis- 
construed because we are imperfect 
beings. And church leaders can easily 
become distracted with the power they 
have among people and be tempted in 
creating structures and orders which 
limit and condition people, instead of 
showing them the way of freedom. 

For example, people may feel re- 
quired to stay at a controlling church 
because preachers imply they are the 
only ones who have received the word 
of God. People who do not know of any 
different faith may believe what is said 
and stick to it as they fear God’s smite 
if they leave. 

Further, structure and bondage 
within the church creates hypocrisy. 
Everyone has encountered hypocriti- 
cal Christians who contribute to a 
poor reputation of Christianity. Peo- 
ple are turned off by those who say 
one thing but do another, like Jesus 
speaks to in Matthew 23:28 which 
says, “In the same way, on the outside 
you appear to people as righteous but 
on the inside you are full of hypocrisy 
and wickedness.” Hypocrisy can be 
found in churches where the people 
have become distracted with struc 


ture and pride. God sees right through 
hypocrisy and knows when churches 
become focused on wealth and power, 
failing to reach God's calling to reject 
worldly things, such as materialism, 
and support those in need. James 1:27 
says, “Religion that God our Father 
accepts as pure and faultless is this: 
to look after orphans and widows in 
their distress and to keep oneself from 
being polluted by the world.” God's 
definition of religion does not speak 
of power nor structure, but rather it 
speaks of the needs of fellow humans 
and our call to aid them. 

Moreover, if people become focused 
on the specific unchanging structure 
of a church, they lose sight of God’s 
calling and become overly comfort- 
able. God does not command us to 
remain stationary in our walk of faith, 
but rather to be pro-active with it and 
reach out to those who do not know 
the Lord. If Christians remain com- 
forted in the predictable structure a 
church creates, then Christians cannot 
easily move forward. A church should 
continually challenge us, but rigid 
structure prevents such a challenge. 
Christ-followers must be open to the 
revival of the Lord because he is the 
only one who knows what is best for 
us. We lose our freedom as Christians 
when we become restricted by struc- 
ture and loyalty to it. Though chureh 
attendance is important, missing a 
service does not make someone a bad 
Christian. The most important aspect 
to our faith is our relationship with 
Christ, not our involvement or role 
within the church. God wants people 
to be free in him and not bound by 
laws and structure. 

As previously stated, structure may 
serve as a benefit to a church as it 
maintains order and balance; how- 
ever, if the Spirit fills a church, there 
is no reason to stop his pouring out of 
life and joy in people. We cannot fit 
God in to our structure and schedules, 
but we must allow room for change in 
all churches. After all, he does know 
best. qb 


The absence 


of light: 


being 


Christian in 
Children’s Aid 


A student recalls his summer 
placement and personal challenges 
at Hamilton’s Catholic Children’s Aid 


Society 


EZRA BRANDERHORST 


This summer I had the privilege of 
working at the Catholic Children’s 
Aid Society of Hamilton. I worked in 
the intake department. Intake is the 
front-line work. If neighbour-A was 
to call the Catholic Children’s Aid 
with concerns of neighbour-B possibly 
abusing their children, then an intake 
worker would be the one who goes to 
neighbour-B’s house to investigate if 
the claims of abuse are true. I went 
into work each day not knowing what 
to expect. 

The job itself had aspects that were 
very difficult mentally; it drained 
me and every night I came home ex- 
hausted. To see children who have 
been physically or sexually abused or 
neglected can eat away at one’s soul. 
To fit into my hand a six-week prema- 
ture baby who is addicted to cocaine 
and has Fetal Alcohol Syndrome can 
be tough to deal with and the memo- 
ries never leave. It was also hard to 
have people yell in my face, especially 
when they state that someday God will 
judge me for what I am doing. It made 
me second guess if this job is actually 
helping or not. 

So how does one be a Christian in a 
job like this? With so much darkness 
around a person every day, how does 
one rely on God? It is a question I am 
still figuring out, and if anyone has an 
answer I would be glad to hear it. For 
me, it was a constant battle to rely on 
God in situations where you wonder 
where God even is. I went through 
many high and low points through- 
out the summer. I remember starting 
in May and feeling God in everything 
I did; and as the summer went on, I 
slowly became “of this world,” and did 
not rely on God anymore. I could feel 
my mind changing as the darkness 
became normal to me. I could freely 
speak of a child being abused without 
any hesitation or appearance of sad- 
ness, which scared me. As I went along, 
I learned that it was my way of coping 
with the situations, and I would speak 
to people at work about it if I could. I 
began to take God out of the equation 
because I felt that God was irrelevant 
in a job like this, God was a distraction 
from the job, although I soon realized 
that God was everywhere in this job. 
It was very hard to stay positive and 
be loving to a parent who has sexually 
abused their child. To realize how this 
event(s) will ultimately affect the child 
in their life is devastating because 
that child may never be the same after 
someone has taken their innocence. 
What helped me see the person be- 
hind their sin was the simple realiza- 
tion that this person did not wake up 
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one morning and decide to be a sexual 
abuser. 

One may think that the challenges of 
working at the CCAS were solely out- 
side of the Agency, but being inside 
brought its own set of challenges. Al- 
though this was a Catholic Children’s 
Aid, not many people there were 
Christian and it was difficult being a 
Christian in the agency, because there 
was gossip and judging constantly. It 
was very difficult to stay away from 
the drama that comes from being in 
an agency full of people. What I did 
not see until well into the Simmer was 
that God was using me even when I did 
not see it myself. I did not realize how 
my actions played such a major role 
in showing love to others. I thought 
I was acting normally, but it was very 
encouraging when coworkers would 
come up to me and state that there is 
something different about me. What 
kept me on track with God was staying 
consistent. I tried to just stay involved 
in church activities at night, but it was 
still a constant battle to keep God in 
front of me. It took perseverance to get 
through the dark times. 

There is something about children 
and their innocence that breaks my 
heart for them. God used a simple 
smile from a five year old boy to re- 
new my strength. God used a conta- 
gious laugh from a six year old girl 
and gave me joy again. My experience 
at the Catholic Children’s Aid Society 
of Hamilton was amazing and it will 
never leave me. I grew incredibly in 
my relationship with God because I 
had to have faith like a child. I had to 
run to Him constantly and leap into 
His arms. I really saw what it means 
to be in the world but not of the world. 
May we all persevere through the dark 
times in our lives, may Christ's light 
shine to all the darkness of this world, 
and may we leap into God's arms as 
we move from child-like faith to faith 
like a child. 
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Exams and Christmas: 
Where’s the Advent? 


BECKY CONNELL 
CROWN REPORTER 


As Christmas quickly approaches, we 
are reminded of Christ's advent. How- 
ever, such celebrations must be put 
aside until the academic fall semester 
ends. For some, this means Christmas 
must be neglected until December 
22. For public elementary and high 
schools, students must wait until De- 
cember 23 before they can get into the 
‘Spirit of Christmas’. So what does this 
mean for Christians? 

Although it is easy to get distracted 
by the commercialism of Santa and 
holiday gifts, the focus remains on the 
commemoration of Christ’s birth for 
many Christ-followers. Christmas in 
fact means the “mass celebration of Je- 
sus”. However, the message of Christ's 
entry into the world and cause of our 
salvation seems to be decreasing. 

As shops, streets and homes are dec- 
orated with Christmas lights and orna- 
ments; I cannot help but be inspired by 
this festive season. Shamefully, I must 
admit that Christ's advent has almost 
become equally important to the gen- 
eral, positive “spirit” of Christmas. As 
Christmas is interpreted differently by 
so many people nowadays, it is some- 
times hard to remember the point of 
the holiday for myself as a Christian. 

I am bombarded with sentimental 
Christmas movies, commercials and 
songs, but rarely do I hear the story of 
Christ's birth. Amidst this time, I must 
also focus my energy on exam prepa- 
ration. 

At the end of exams, students are 
rushed home with barely any time 
to Christmas shop (which isn’t re- 


ally the point anyways), and celebrate 
the sentimental and commemorative 
day at various family functions. As a 
homebody, I prefer to go home, crash, 
and spend Christmas day cooking 
and spending time with my family; I 
also prefer to do all of this in my py- 
jama’s or in that new outfit my parents 
bought me. 

While Christmas emphasizes Christ's 
entry and impact upon the world, it 
should not be the sole day He is cel- 
ebrated. It’s funny to me how Church- 
es are always crowded with many 
unfamiliar faces on Christmas Eve. 
Churches are filled with regulars, fam- 
ily and friendly visitors, and solemn 
attendees who appear only at religious 
holidays. I am always inspired by this 
unity of people from different back- 
grounds. However, there is barely any 
time to make it to such services this 
year with exams ending on December 
22. 

During exam season, I have a diffi- 
cult time devoting myself to God as He 
often becomes secondary to grades. 
Having the exam period so close to 
Christmas certainly hinders my ability 
to prepare my heart for the upcoming 
day; however, it does not ruin Christ- 
mas for me. Although the rush of the 
holiday season in coherence with ex- 
aminations can add to the stress every 
students undergoes, that is all it seems 
to do. Z 

By the time Christmas finally ar- 
rives and I have had a couple of days 
to cleanse my mind from (at times 
pointless) academic memorization, I 
am ready to celebrate! I may be alone 
in this idea, but often I need a couple 
of days free before Christmas in order 


to ease into the spirit of the day, or it 
ends up feelings like any other ordi- 
nary day with the exception of turkey 
and presents. As long as I have two to 
three days to spare, I am able to enjoy 
Christmas. 

However, I think academic institu- 
tions should consider the pressure 
added to students and families dur- 
ing the holiday season when there is 
such a limited amount of time before 
the festive day. For families travelling 
and hosting, picking up exhausted 
and often moody students from school 
a few days prior is certainly an incon- 
venience. Instead of spending time 
in preparation, the days leading up 
to Christmas often end up in stress, 
studying, packing and well, more 
stress. The holiday season is chaotic 
enough without considering the pres- 
sure on students and getting home. 

Amidst all this we must be reminded 
of Christ’s presence in each day of the 
year, relieving our stresses knowing 
this day is a celebration of His birth 
and not a holiday of busy malls and 
family tensions. 

As the “Spirit of Christmas Present” 
says in Scrooge, “Mortal! We Spirits 
of Christmas do not live only one day 
of our year. We live the whole three- 
hundred and sixty-five. So is it true of 
the Child born in Bethlehem. He does 
not live in men’s hearts one day of the 
year, but in all days of the year. You 
have chosen not to seek Him in your 
heart. Therefore, you will come with 
me and seek Him in the hearts of men 
of good will.” @ 


The Holy Spirit and You, 


Part 2 


HENDRIK VLAAR 


Last month I asked you, the reader, 
to journey with me as an imagined 
disciple of Christ through the last days 


before His crucifixion. This month I 


would like to continue the journey by 
getting into some specific teachings of 
Christ regarding the Holy Spirit. 

Let’s begin. 

After Christ died, the disciples were 
fearful and confused. They hid them- 
selves away in attics, afraid that they 
would be attacked and killed for fol- 
lowing their now-martyred master. 
Because of their fear, they were not yet 
living out the promises that Christ had 
given them. But their situation was 
about to change. 

When Jesus rose from the dead, he 
stayed with his disciples for a time, 
proving that he was alive and speaking 
about the kingdom of God. He then 
commanded them to wait for the Holy 
Spirit, whom he had previously taught 
them about (all this can be found in 
Acts 1). After all this, the disciples 
watched him ascend into heaven. 

At this point, the disciples have had 
time to reflect on what their Master 
taught them before he went to the 
cross. One of the greatest chunks of 
Christ's teaching about the Holy Spirit 
is found in John 16:5-15, which comes 
out of the same group of passages we 
journeyed through last month (John 
13-16). In this passage Jesus said, “[N] 
ow I am going to him who sent me, 
None of you asks me, ‘Where are you 
going?’ Rather, you are filled with grief 


because I have said these things, But 
very truly I tell you, it is for your good 
that I am going away. Unless I go away, 
the Advocate will not come to you; but 
if I go, I will send him to you. When he 
comes, he will prove the world to be 
in the wrong about sin and righteous- 
ness and judgment: about sin, because 
people do not believe in me; about 
righteousness, because I am going to 
the Father, where you can see me no 
longer; and about judgment, because 
the prince of this world now stands 
condemned, 

I have much more to say to you, more 
than you can now bear. But when he, 
the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth. He will not speak 
on his own; he will speak only what he 
hears, and he will tell you what is yet 
to come. He will glorify me because it 
is from me that he will receive what 
he will make known to you. All that 
belongs to the Father is mine. That is 
why I said the Spirit will receive from 
me what he will make known to you.” 

After hearing these words, anyone 
who has previously been lukewarm to- 
wards the Holy Spirit must, at the very 
least, feel a small fire of hope kindling 
within them, and at most, be overjoyed 
with the promises of their Master! In- 
deed, this passage is a gold mine brim- 
ming over with riches for the soul. Let 
us dig into this passage and gather the 
treasures within our hearts. 

First, let us put ourselves in the dis- 
ciples’ shoes, They are filled with grief 
because their Master is take 
away, but what does Jesus say about 


being taken 


this? He says that “it is good for you 
that I am going away,” because un- 
less he leaves, the Holy Spirit will not 
come! And what will the Holy Spirit do 
for Christ's disciples when he arrives? 
He will “guide you into all the truth,” 
“tell you what is yet to come,” “glorify 
[Christ],” and “receive from [Christ] 
what he will make known to [disci- 
ples].” Here, the Holy Spirit is shown 
to be a true connection between Christ 
and his disciples, so that even when 
Christ is no longer on earth, he will 
remain with his people through the 
Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit, then, is a comfort 
to the grieving disciples. Although it 
seems like Christ is far away, they can 
still hear from him because he reveals 
things to the Holy Spirit, who makes 
them known to believers. This is in- 
deed a wonderful promise and should 
be an encouragement to anyone who 
longs for Christ's return, 

During Advent we reflect on the an- 
ticipation and coming of Christ, the 
Messiah. While he has come and gone, 
he is still speaking to his church, lead- 
ing them into all truth. As we celebrate 
throughout this season, let us listen at- 
tentively for the things the Holy Spirit 
is making known to the church, for 
they are the things of our Master. 

This is the second part in a series of 
meditations and teachings on the Holy 
Spirit. 
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The Poet’s 


Disease: 


Moments of 
God during 
the Night of 
Depression 


AMELIA BOWES 


This isn’t a triumphant story of recov- 
ery. There are no symbolic visions, no 
one defining moment, no testimony of 
eternal salvation. However, before you 
find this extremely pessimistic and flip 
back to the sports section, I should tell 
you that this is a story of hope. Hope 
in small doses, given to me daily by 
Jesus Christ. 

Two years ago I suffered my first 
bout of what as a poet I like to call 
melancholia but what most people 
know as clinical depression. | felt 
constantly tired, woke up with aching 
limbs, and never seeming to run out of 
tears. Most of all, | remember doubt. 
I wondered how a God who promised 
me everything could allow me to feel 
like nothing, how a supposedly loving 
father could throw me out in the cold 
without a second thought. Through 
much prayer and support from my 
family and friends, I eventually found 
Him again and went through the rest 
of high school with a concrete belief 
in His presence. So much so, I dubbed 
what had happened to me as merely 
a product of teenage angst and igno- 
rance. Shoving into the past where 
it belonged, I eagerly looked ahead 
to graduation and my new life at Re- 
deemer. However, such a positive 
prospect was in actuality my biggest 
pitfall. I thought once I escaped the 
place I had attached to all my demons 
they would truly become non-existent, 
but I quickly learned they were not 
a product of any location but of me. 
Around the end of September, I be- 
gan to experience racing thoughts and 
overwhelming anxiety. Instead of in- 
cessant sleep I now shook hands with 
insomnia, walking around campus at 
four in the morning begging for sleep 
to come. I was exhausted, crippled, 
and once again back in the realm of 
hopelessness. I knew I needed to get 
out, and I knew every positive thought 
wouldn't do it alone. I needed to redis- 
cover God again, but when all I har- 
boured were thoughts that screamed 
against anything to do with his exis- 
tence, every existential assumption 


attributed to everything but His de- 
sign, how was that ever going to be 
possible? 

The answer came one day during 
one of many long phone chats with 
my mother. A veteran of depression 
herself, she is never without advice 
and empathy. The only thing about 
my mother’s illness that I could not 
link with my own was how she trusted 
in her faith, clinging to its promises 
through everything the disease threw 
at her. She told me that day about the 
one place I had forgotten to look for 
God, the place I think most of us forget 
to look. God is not one big answer, but 
several small clues hiding all around 
us every day she said. He’s in the first 
rays of sunshine that come through 
your window in the morning, that one 
big glob of caramel in your ice cream, 
the ridiculous things your grandma 
blurts out at the dinner table. So I be- 
gan to pay attention to those details, 
daily tasks usually done without even 
thinking. God’s grace appeared when 
I did someone else’s dishes for them, 
a smile and quick nod from a neigh- 
bour on my way to class, a full moon 
on an evening stroll. As I noticed these 
things, I remembered why they were 
good, which in turn made me happier, 
which in turn gave me. And hope, as 
we all know, is a gift from the Lord. 

Now, as I said before this isn’t a story 
of complete transformation. I still 
struggle with episodes of depression, 
and believe I will do so for the rest of 
my life. But in looking to life’s little 
wonders I am reminded that even 
when its dark and it seems like God is 
not there, He Ley is. You just have 
to pay attention. 
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MMUNAL MEAL OFFERED AT 1/2 


os _ PRICE: $6.50 (+TAXES) 


Join us for an all you can eat buffet dinner 
Communal meal is offered to you with this coupon 
Valid Wednesdays January 11, 18, 25 2012 


Internal transfers or vouchers cannot be used with 
this coupon. Coupon must be surrounded at time 
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Meal must be eaten in the dining hall ! 
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ACROSS 


1- Lost in Paris?; 

6- Well-behaved; 

10- Nest eggs, briefly; 

14- Extra-terrestrial being; 15- 
Acting part; 

16- 20th letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet; 

17- Gaucho's rope; 

18- Heroic; 

19- Wishing won't make ; 
20- Sicilian resort; 

21- Remission of sin; 

23- Fill to surfeit; 

25- Each; 

26- Grazing spot; 

27- Squares; 

29- Early Mexican; 

32- Stroll; 

33- Ambulance letters; 
36- Female servant; 

37- Bedouin; 

38- Splendor; 

39- No, cruncher; 

40- Japanese-American; 
4\- Old Testament book; 
42- Oohed and ; 

43- Hi-; 

44- Reunion attendees; 
47- Most strange; 

51- Worship of the Virgin 
Mary; 54- yellow ribbon...; 
55- Asleep; 

56- Monogram Itr,; 

57- Apple juice; 

58- Actor Beatty and others; 


59- Dagger of yore; 44- Appliance brand; 

60- 2, 4, 6, 8, etc,; 45- Trademark; 

61- Bunches; 46- Hives; 

62- Fail to hit; 63- Vive ___| 47- Some Art Deco works; 


48- Bird that gets you down; 
DOWN 49-__evil...; 
50- Foot bones; 
1- Trims; 52- Years in old Rome; 
2- Actress Verdugo; 53- Connections; 
3- Cheerful; 57- Animation frame; 


4- Containing all the nitty- 
gritty; 5- Actress Merkel; 
6- Diving bird; 

7- "My fault!”; 

8- A dish with many 
ingredients; 9- Stated; 
10- Eye inflammation; 

1l- Knot again; 12- Org.; 
13- Directed a light; 

21- Loss leader?; 

22- High hair style; 

24- Former nuclear agcy.; 
27- |dentified; 

28- Actor Morales; 

29- Onetime Jeep mfr; 
30- Microwave; 

31- Acapulco aunt; 

32- Attitude; 

33- Aurora’s counterpart; 
34- Marseille Mrs.; 

35- Fitness center; 

37- Anarchy; 

38- Sure; 

40- Second start?; 

41- Not him; 

42- In the thick of; 

43- Actor Fernando; 


CREATE A CAPTION, WIN A PRIZE. 


SEND YOUR HILARIOUS CAPTIONS TO EDITOR@THECROWN.CA RE: CAPTION CONTEST 


Just Kidding | 
totally heard you 


STOP PLANES) 
NING HY 7 


